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Dear Member, 

I have not been able to keep the newsletter to its intended three 
monthly issue; the April newsletter is now the May newsletter. A bout of 
influenza (the sort that lasts weeks not days) and the continual supply of 
newsletter material firstly put me out of commission and then secondly 
made it difficult for me to decide when to stop taking material for this 
one and when to commence filing it ready for the next issue. Whilst I 
therefore apologise for being late, I would add that this is the biggest 
newsletter to date; I hope in that context you will find it worth waiting 
for. 

I have commenced with the regular section on our 1985 programme and 
have included some items which although not organised by the Society have 
produced an interest to our members - the Reepham Town walk and the 
R.A.T.S. Concert. The theme of the three local churches is concluded with 
Salle, that gem of Norfolk churches - is it Sail, Saul or Salle, read on 
and you can find out. The articles of local interest cover the subject 
of Whitwell Low Common, Reepham - 30 years ago and the Reepham Parish 
Clerk in the 1860's. I'm pleased that we have been given permission to 
include an article about our "ancient woodlands"; do you remember 'plant 
a tree in '73' and 'plant one more in '74' - was it really more than ten 
years ago? 

Amongst the remaining items you will find my knuckles being rapped, 
as I felt in the last issue that "an existing form of architecture" was 
an eyesore and should be knocked down and two competitions open to all 
comers, depending upon your age. 

I hope you will enjoy the contents and please let me repeat my 
comment from the last issue that if you have any item that you feel could 
be of interest let me know. I would be particularly interested in pictures, 
photographs or postcards of Reepham and district as I feel the newsletter 
could do with more picture items (all items would of course be returned) . 

Finally my thanks to the following contributors: 

Dr. Rosemary Adams 
Anthony Ivins 
Wendy Jones 
Richard Mabey 
Catherine Vertigan 
Basil Wise 

********** 
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Kathryn Batcock 
Suzy Ivins 
George Kett 
David Rosenthal 
Russell Vincent 

Michael Black 
'Middlemarch' 
Broomhill Lane 
Reepham 

Tel. 870936 



-, 

A welcome to the following new members: 

Rev. B. Allcock 
Mr. P. Allcock 
Mr. D. Barrett 
Miss E. Eade 
Miss L. Garland 
Mr. P. Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Pickard 
Dr. and Mrs. R. S. Williamson 
Mrs. V. Tyler 
Mrs. C . Taylor (Life Member) 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Gamblin 
Mr. and Mrs. Sage 
Mrs. E. Stephens 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Butcher 
Mrs. K. Kent 
Miss M. Bartle (Life Member) 
Mr. and Mrs. Hemmings (Life Members) 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Simms 

The present membership of the Society is 267 including 31 life 
members. 
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1985 PROGRAMME - PAST AND FUTURE EVENTS 

Wine and Cheese Evening with Musical Concert at Whitwell Hall on 
Friday 15th February 1985 

The Society gave its ninth Cheese and Wine Evening at Whitwell Hall. 
Over the years a feature of the evening in addition to good food, drink 
and conversation has been the offered entertainment . Varying in style 
from Ted Ellis to our own local version of the Victorian Music Hall, all 
have g iven great interest and e njoyment to the company gathered but 
perhaps none more so than 'Saraband', the musical group of harpsichord 
and wind instruments organi sed by Marion and Richard Danby . The Society 
offers their warmest thanks to all those who helped to make the evening 
such a success and particularly to those business and private friends in 
Reepham who generously gave twenty six prizes for the raffle. It is 
estimated that 165 peopl e attended the evening - a house full . The 
Soc iety's fund has profited by £322.30, a record amount. 

The Concert given by the group Saraband on February 15th was a great 
success. The performers in this group were Marion and Richard Danby 
(recorder, c larinet and oboe), Antoinette Watts (harpsichord) and 
Judith Smith (bassoon). 

From the opening bars of the Vivaldi Trio sonata to the exciting 
finale of the Ibert suite the audience was completely captivated. Many 
had never before heard a l i ve performance of Baroque Music let alone the 
combination of three wind instruments with harpsichord . 

It was interesting to hear the continuo of the Trio s ona ta played on 
a bassoon which gave great clarity to the music; it was also exciting to 
hear the wide range of the instrument in Tele mann's sonata. 

All the music was most ably played, not only technically but in the 
sensitive interpreta tion given. Perhaps the most memorable was the 
Mozart Divertimento where the sheer beauty of the music, particularly the 
slow movement, was e nhanced by the rich tone of the clarinet. 

People will remember th i s concert with pleasure and gave it well 
deserved applause. 

Reepham - A Wal~ Around The Town 

" On Sunday March 3rd, 2.30 pm, my husband, son and I joined a n 
assembled group in Reepham Market Place for a guided walk arranged by the 
County Council Planning Department . The theme of these walks is "Norfolk -
Past and Pr~sent", the first venue of the Spring programme being Reepham. 
As outsiders (living all of four miles away!) to this love ly town we felt. 
very i nterested in the walk. We first v isited Reepham nearly fifteen years 
ago when we moved to Norfolk and have watched with inte r es t the expansion 
and conservat i on of the town. 
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Our guides ' ,re intrc duced; Anthony Ivins and Wesley P ercey (both 
locals) a nd afte l parting with our SOp fee (children 2Sp) w set off in 
the driz z le. A good number had turned up (38), considering the weather 

'and also that ano ther walk had coincidentally and surprisin~ly been 
organised by the Footpath Society in the same place and at the same time. 

We wandered around the new housing estates, passing the first/middle 
school and the sheltered housing for the elderly, along with the housing 
units built specifically for handicapped persons. After strolling past 
the doctors surgery (ex magistrates court) we entered Smugglers Lane and 
emerged at Station Road - sadly the trains no longer run . Then, on to 
Reepham Moor, truly unspoilt, undeveloped and somewhat timeless. Later, 
Mr. Piercey was able to relate who lived in the various shops on the 
Norwich Road, just prior to the Market Place . Not many are shops now. 
We entered the Market Square; the livestock market, however, used to be 
held on what is now the car park on Station Road. Again, Mr . Piercey was 
able to tell us the history of all the shops in the Square. What a pity 
the Bircham Institute , once so grand, now seems in urgent need of care 
and attention . 

After looking along Church Street and a visit to the two remaining 
(of three) churches, we rather soggily finished the walk and looked at 
some old postcard pho tographs of the Market Place. It was interesting to 
note that Reepham wa~ so well served by Public Houses; not many functioning 
now (eg The Black Lio n, The George and Dragon, The Greyhound, The Nelson 
and The Sun). 

Over two hours h,~d passed but thanks to our excellent guides (with 
the help of an elderly booklet entitled "Mr. Hawes' Walk Around Reepham"), 
we noticed neither rain nor time ~ 

R.A.T.S. 

On two nights in March the Reepham Amateur Theatrical Society (R.A.T.S . ) 
presented their first prod~ction . This has nothing to do with the Reepham 
Society but many people e~ressed their enjoyment of the farce and I feel 
that it is worth includip g the following short piece sent in by one of our 
members . 

A Sparkling Performance 

"We went ·to the High School on Friday evening to see the Reepham 
Amateur Theatrical Society (R.A . T.S.) in "I' ll Get My Man" rather in a 
spirit of supporting a local event . However, as the farce developed, it 
was quite evident that here was a talented group giving a polished 
performance. The larger than life characters were always credible so that 
we enjoyed a slight caricature of many of our friends, and perhaps of 
ourselves. A delightful evening and we look forward to R.A.T.S. next 
productio~.~ " 
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Annual General Meeting - 18th April 1985 

This was held at the Bircham Institute on Thursday 18th April and 
our chairman Mr . A. Ivins presented his annual report which was received 
with interest by the 40 or so members who attended. He spoke of the 
Society's general activities and enthusiasm and mentioned:~:in particular 
the 'Reepham Picture Book' which is in hand for this year, our repres
entation on the new Bircham Institute Committee and the Society's help 
that has been offered to assist with the ; repairand retention of the 
church railings. 

He commented on the observations we had made in connection with the 
planning applications submitted for Rookery Farm and Moy's barn ,and also 
talked about the Reepham Society's Award Scheme instituted in 1983. 

Officers and Committee members were elected for the forthcoming year 
(a full list will be included in the next newsletter) and we are pleased 
to welcome four new members to the Committee - Mrs. P. Large, Mr. A. Le~y 

Mr. V. Lunn and Mr. H. Raffell; there is still one vacancy to be filled . 

The audited accounts were presented and show the Society to be in a 
healthy financial position. During the 15 month period to 31st March 1985 
there was an excess income over expenditure of £591.25 and the total 
amount in the Society 's funds at that date was £1633.12. 

The Secretary of The Norfolk Society, Mr. A. B. Eddington, attended 
the meeting and in a letter to our chairman (recently received) he congrat
ulates the members "on our enthusiasm and genuine concern for the local 
environment". The Society generally can look back on the past 12 months 
with a sense of achievement and can look forward to the next year with a 
strong sense of enthusiasm and purpose knowing that we are in a strong 
position with our keen and supportive committee, our growing membership 
and our healthy financial base . 

Norwich Wildlife Group 

After the necessary business of the Annual General Meet ing had been 
completed and a coffee and biscuit had been enjoyed, members were enter
tained with a talk and slide show given by Mr . John Beckett of the 
Norwich Wildlife Group on 'The Natural History of a Garden '. His present
ation was completed with a display of various items of nature including 
a collection of birds' wings and a small collection of animal and bird 
skulls . It must be stated that all the exhibits were taken from birds 
and animals found dead on the road and in the hedgerows, etc. 

An enjoyable evening with the more serious business of the Society's 
functions and finances being completed by the presentation of an excel
lent set of slides about an irrt · .. ,,' ~nq subject. 
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Friday 21st June - Garden Visit 

Mr. and Mrs. Norbury's garden at Wood Farm, Themelthorpe has twice 
in previous years been voted the best garden in the large garden category 
of the- Society's Garden Competition. 

Members .have been extended an invitation to visit and stroll around 
'this garden on Friday 21st June from 7 - 7.30 pm . onwards. With ponds 
and a conservatory to look at and the garden and meadows in which to stroll, 
it should be well worth a visit. Mrs . Norbury has promised a cup of coffee 
to those who arrive and the combination of this and mid-summer's day leaves 
me nothing to add but the directions of how to get there. 

Travelling from Reepham along the Bawdeswell road, take the first 
right after the railway bridge (the road to Themelthorpe and Foulsham) . 
As you travel into Themelthorpe the road turns sharply to the right at 
the telephone box and at this point turn left. Wood Farm is a short 
distance from this junction on the left hand side. Mrs . Norbury will put 
signs up near the telephone box and outside the farm (please don't park 
on her flowers) . 

Salle Church - June Concerts 

Many members will have enjoyed the music of 'Saraband' at the Cheese 
and Wine earlier this year, and if classical music is your choice then 
you will probably be more than interested in two concerts organised by 
Rosemary Adams and to be held in Salle Church in June. These are not 
events organised by the Society but I'm sure many of you may be interested 
so I have , included a few details, particularly as this newsletter has a 
'Salle Church flavour '. 

Sunday 16th June at 7.30 pm. - Music by Bach , Handel and their contemp
oraries with soloists from Glyndebourne, English National Opera and the 
Philharmonia Orchestra . 

Saturday 22nd June at 7. 30 pm . - A concert to be given by the Mozart 
Orchestra:-

'Haffner' Symphony No. 35 in D 
Banks of Green Willow 
Cello Concerto in C 

(Soloist - Martin Storey) 
Music for the Royal Fireworks 

Car Treasure Hunt - ., Saturday 22nd June 

Mozart 
Butterworth 
Haydn 

Handel 

This is in the membership programme for Saturday 22nd June and it 
is intended to keep to this date but it is a busy period for events in 
Reepham. At the time of writing I am aware of the visit to 
Mr. and Mrs . Norbury ' s garden on Friday 21st June, the Church Garden Fe~e 
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on Saturday 22nd June, the Treasure Hunt during the late afternoon/ 
evening and the Reepham Saturday Spectacular (somewhat revised I am told) 
on Saturday 29th June. 

Full details of the Car Treasure Hunt will be given on posters etc. 
from early June onwards. 

Visit to Mannington Hall - Thursday 18th July 

The Society has arranged with the Hon. Robin Walpole for a conducted 
tour of Mannington Hall and grounds on the evening of the above date. A 
coach has been booked and will leave the Market Place at 6.30 pm . for the 
conducted tour to commence at 7 pm. 
friends and those who wish to travel 
Market Place at 6.15 pm. There will 

The visit is open to members and 
on the coach are asked to be at the 
be a charge of £2 for the visit but 

the coach trip will be free to members. Anyone travelling who is not a 
member will have to pay an extra SOp for the coach ride. 
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SALLE CHURCH 

People somet mes ask, on first seeing Salle Church , why was so large 
a church required for what cannot ever have been a big population? I 
doubt if there we; e ever more than about three hundred inhabitants of the 
parish. ~he chur h is not a mausoleum for the ostentatious tJmbs of a 
wealthy f dmily of local landowners; indeed, the modesty of tr , building 
is as rem.irkable s its size. Its most beautiful adornments , a series 
of nine cirvings ,epicting scenes from the life of Christ, h e 19 high in 
the roof )f the c h ancel, anonymous and only with great diffic llty to be 
discerned. True, the building ser'es the people, but its chj~ f purpose is 
to proclaim the gory of God; this it does nobly . 

With very sl ght differences what you see now is what yc ! would have 
seen towa rds the \ nd of the 15th c e ntury, when Salle Church v s completed. 
It was be~un about 1400 and finished before the end of the CE ,tury . Over 
the great west doo r, flanked by its two angels with their cer ;ers, are 
two rows o f shield s, with the arms of persons of local interest; two of 
the shield.s have t he instruments of the passion, and one shield has the 
arms of H~nry V wh en he was Prince of Wales - 1400 to 1413. The heavy 
oak doors, with t heir massive hinge s and bolts of local blacksmith's 
work, are the oric inal ones; you enter this church as worshippers have 
done for more thar. five hundred years. Inside the church you stand under 
the ringers' chamber with the font in front of you. It is a 'seven 
sacraments' font with carvings of the sacraments and of the crucifixion 
on its eight sides. Below each panel is an angel bearing a symbol of the 
sacrament (e.g. a lyre to represent the harmony of marriage) and over the 
font a splendid cover suspended from a sort of crane operated from the 
ringers' gallery. There are forty of these 'seven sacraments' fonts in 
England, twenty-f i ve of them in Norfolk and thirteen in Suffolk; unfort
unately almost all of them have been sadly mutilated, the one in Salle 
not quite so savagely as some others . 

Over the two porches at the west end are rooms reached by spiral 
stairs; the south one has its roof reinforced with iron; perhaps it was 
a treasury; the no rth one may have been a chapel . It has a solid oak door 
with a mass ive bolt, and a handsome groined roof. 

The nave is lofty and spacious; between the font and the back pews is 
an area of open space, so that the first impression that a sensitive 
visitor experience s is of calm. Later one may find those unostentatious 
details of decoration which make every visit a fresh delight, but at first 
it is the majestic proportions of the place that give it its quiet power. 

Architects h a ve remarked on the skill of the medieval builders in 
supporting so weighty a roof with simple arch bracing; no fussy hammer 
beams. But some eighty years ago it was found necessary to pin the walls 
together with iron rods, still leaving clear lines from floor to roof; 
the roof decorated with angels. The re are angels a llover the building -
outside, over the west door, and on the roof, and inside the fragments of 
ancient glass. 

In 1611 Lord Knyvett - who arrested the Gunpowder Plot conspirators 
in 1605 - gave the clerk's and minister ' s desks and the sounding-board 
behind and over t h e pulpit, making a ' three decker'. This, until the 
restoration in 1910-1912 , stood halfway down the nave, on the south side. 
At the time of tha t restorat ion the church was so badly damaged that the 
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little congregation could only use the chancel, and entered the church by 
the small door on the north side. Frank Lillingstone, rector from 1902 
to 1909, set to work to collect money for the restoration which was com
pleted soon after h _s death with generous donations from Sir Woolmer White 
and Sir Alfred Jodr.c ll. Early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth the rood 
screen was cut down to its present height; the saw marks may still be seen 
ih the oak. Many churches escaped this vandalism - Ranworth and Cawston 
among them. But the result in Salle is not wholly unhappy; it has opened 
up the whole inspiring length of nave and chancel. 

By 1450 there were seven guilds with altars and chaplains in Salle. 
All the altars have long since disappeared, leaving only hints of where 
they stood. There is no evidence of any college of priests here; which 
makes the twenty-six misericord stalls in the chancel hard to explain. 
These stalls have beautiful carved figures of animals, birds and people, 
the carving almost as fresh and lively as when· the anonymous craftsmen 
left them five hundred years ago. Even the panels in the screen (only 
eight of them painted) have tiny carvings of birds, and of dragons, in 
their spandrels. It is much to be regretted that the nine carvings of 
scenes from the life of Christ are hung so high in the chancel roof that 
they can only with difficulty and binoculars be seen. But perhaps they 
migh.t not have excaped the puritan desecrators if they had been accessible. 
They are carved with great freedom and very moving simplicity of composition. 

Only four of the monumental brasses which used to be in the church now 
remain (and one other fragment). One of them is of Geoffrey and Alice 
Boleyn, great grandparents of .Anne Boleyn. I have been told that, at the 
time of the 1910 restorat ion, excavations unearthed the skeleton of a 
young woman who had six fingers on one hand, and this gave support to the 
tradition that Anne Boley n is buried in Salle; but the tradition is almost 
certainly untrue. 

f 

Talking about Salle is, though I cannot stop doing it, of little 
worth. Salle must be experienced and allowed to speak for itself. 

Caughtley ranked three Norfolk churches as pre-eminent: St. Peter 
Mancroft in Norwich, Walpole St. Peter in the Fens, and Salle. Another 
authority, Pevsner, ranked Salle among the fourteen great Perpendicular 
Churches of North - east Norfolk and Norwich. 

SALL, SAUL OR SALLE 

The name of the village; we all pronounce it the same but how do 
you spell it? The title g i ves three ways but since the Domesday book to 
date it has also been recorded as Salla, SaulH~, Sawle, Psalle, Sa l and 
Saal. The most frequent spelling (particularly during the middle ages) 
was Salle. It would seem that the 'e' was dropped during the sixteenth 
century and this spelling persisted until the early part of the twentieth 
century. The Rev. F. Lillingstonewho was Rector from 1902 - 9 r e vived the 
spelling with a fina l ' e' ; during the 1930' s it was felt that this spelling 
wa s gaining vogue and p e rhaps today it i s now generally accepted that it 
i s Salle. 
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WHITWELL LOW COMMON 

.This area of approximately forty acres seems to have beer the part 
of a larger parish common which was exempted from inclosure urjer the 
early nineteenth century Inclosure Acts because it was decreec: to have 
originated as "Manorial Waste". 

On the 15th day of July, 1824 eight owners of estates in Whitwell 
met to decide upon the management of grazing over the Low Common. The 
minutes of this meeting survive. There also exists a notice from the 
Lynn & Fakenham Railway Co. dated 4th August 1881 convening a meeting 
to be held at the Kings Arms Hotle , Reepham on the 18th August at 7 o'clock 
in the evening bet4een the representatives of the railway company and those 
Whitwell parishone cs having "commonable" rights on the common. The purpose 
of the meeting was to appoint a committee to agree compensation for a 
railway line to be laid across the common. 

In 1893 application was made by the landowners in Whitwe l l to the 
Board of Agriculture for a Provisional Order for the Regulation of the 
Common. There exists an interesting detailed reply from the Board but 
nothing further seems to have come of this move. In 1902 application was 
made to the Charity Commissioners to prepare a scheme to regulate the 
grazing rights on the common. This scheme was finally sealed and became 
operative on the 14th March, 1905. Its main provision was to set up the 
method of appointment of Trustees and to define their duties and 
responsibilities. The Trustees then made rules as to how many animals 
each entitled commoner was allowed to graze, fees to be paid the product 
of which was to be used to pay a "hayward" who would be responsible for 
keeping open the drains and generally seeing that the common was used 
only according to the rules. One interesting point is the total omission 
of any right to gather fuel by the commoners. This point was brought out 
in a letter to the Commissioners from a Reepham solicitor of the time, 
D'Arcy Collyer . An annual list of Commoners was printed and some of these 
survive. 

The number of commoners exercising grazing rights seems to have 
decreased steadily through the thirties until by the fifties to my 
knowledge only two commoners were making use of grazing rights. For many 
years there had been insufficient money to pay the wages of a hayward and 
the drains became silted up, the lowest grazing areas waterlogged and the 
higher ground overgrown with scrub. 

In 1965 civil parishes were required to register a,reas of common 
and commoners having rights on common land to register these rights. 
Whitwell Low Common was registered by both the parish council and the 
Norfolk Naturalist Trust but no commoners Rights were registered either 
individually or by the trustees for the Common: Because of this omission 
any commoners rights previously existing were lost . 

On 13th January, 1977, Mr. Settle Q.C. the Commissioner for Commons 
sat at County Hall, Norwich to try to determine the ownership of some of 
the Norfolk commons. He expressed the opinion that although the scheme 
of management under the Charity Commissioners was still extant this had 
no bearing on the ownership of t he land and so he placed the responsibiiities 
of ownership on Reepham Parish Council. 

A committee of the parish council consisting of the chairman and two 
members together with myself as sole remaining trustee under the Charity 
Commissioners scheme has met to decide on a policy of management for the 
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conunon under present condItions . Be caluse Whitwell Conunon had been 
designated as a Bite of Special Sc ientific Importance by 1954 and 
because the area is now covered by trees, scrub, and reed beds it 
seemed to us that the proper future for the conunon should be as a 
natural reserve where the wild life of the area could exist undisturbed. 

However , in the world today, Nature Reserves have to be managed 
and protected. An expert in this field , Mr . J . P . Barkham of Booton has 
accepted an invitation to join the management conunittee. 

The committee has drafted the following statement of management 
policy. 

1. Whitwell Common shall be managed as a wildlife reserve. 

2. It has b e en r e gistered as a Site of Special Scientific I mportance 
S.S.S.1. (1954) 

3. There shall b e no felling or lopping of trees except as decided 
by the Committee for the good management of the Common. 

4. There shall be no uprooting or removal of plants. 

5 . There shall be no removal of turf, sand or gravel . 

6. There shall be no dumping of rubbish or other material. 

7. There shall be no shooting on the Common or pursuit or taking 
of wild life including game and vermin . 

8. An exception to rule 7 i s the Lord of the Manor of Whitwell 
Symonds, Mr. J.A . B. Stimpson, who has the sporting rights over 
the Conunon. 
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30 YEARS AGO 

I'm sure many of yo u glance at the small article regularly printed 
in the Eastern Daily Press entitled '30 Years Ago' - on the 20th November, 
1984 this referred to a survey of Reepham made by three students of 
Liverpool University in 1954. It has been possible to obtain a copy of 
the article which appeared, and this is printed below; what we haven't 
been able to find out is more detailed information about the survey, a 
letter to the University of Liverpool produced the reply that they "can 
find no record of any survey of Reepham". If anyone in Reepham can 
produce some positive detail about the survey then I would be more than 
interested to hear fro~n them. 

From the Eastern Daily Press, Saturday November 20, 1954 

Traders' Duty "to Help Bring Reepham Back to Life" 

At a meeting of the Management Committee of Reepham Chamber of Trade 
and Commerce last night, Mr. Ben Stimpson reported on the reaction of three 
students of Liverpool University who made a survey of Reepham in the summer. 
He said they were "appalled" at the lack of sewerage and piped water, and 
they considered the town "half dead". 

Mr. Stimpson considered it was the duty of the Chamber to help to bring 
Reepham back to life, and without water and sewerage no industry or private 
housing was likely. Reepham had plenty of space and suitable sites without 
taking up agricultural land. There were a number of empty houses that could 
not be hired and a number of condemned houses allover the town. 

"Parlous State" 

Their main industry was agriculture, and he observed, "What a good 
thing it would be if we could attract to Reepham, say, a quick-freeze plant 
or canning factory, which would benefit the whole community. This vision 
was impossible of fulfilment without water or sewerage." 

"Here we have empty houses, an empty garage and vacant building plots, 
and unless something is not done soon the tradespeople will have empty 
pockets." 

As it seemed Reepham would never have sewerage and water without 
"creating a hell of a fuss about it", he moved that letters be sent to 
their M.P., their County councillor, their four representatives to the 
R.D,C., and the Parish Council, drawing attention to the parlous state 
in wh ich Reepham found itself through lack of those essential modern 
amenities. ' 

Could Take Light Industry 

The letters will point out that Reepham had electricity, roads and 
sites that :could accomodate light ind,ustry and houses at considerably less 
expense and without defacing a Norfo t k beauty spot, as was proposed i n the 
Stratton Strawless scheme . 

The motion was carried unanimously_ 
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DIARY OF A COUNTRY CLERK- EXCERPT 

In the January Newsletter I included an article about Reepham - 1875 
(taken from Kellys Directory) and the second part of our three local 

c hurches, St . Mary 's Church, Reepham. Shortly after the completion of 
the News l etter, I found in the library a small book e ntitled "Diary o f a 
Country Clerk" by C. L. S. Linne ll. It only a mo unts to eight or so pages 
a nd is oDviousiy a small article (of interest to Reepham) taken from a 
lar ger volume. I assume this as the f irst page is numbered 413 and the 
last page 419. 

The article commen ces with a reference -to Parson Woodforde and talks 
of the complication s in Reepham as there were two parishes in one small 
country town, the artic le then continues with items of interest taken from 
the Diary, Account and Commonplace Book of Mr. Watson, Clerk of the Parish 
of Reepham-cum-Kerdiston dur ing the 1860's. The article gave some interest
ing detail which would have been ideal to produce in January linking it in 
with the other two mentioned items. However, Mr. Linnell's writing does 
o ffer some interest ing detail and I include some notes about it; if it 
whets your appetite then you will have to get the book from the library to 
digest it more fully. 

The p articular po int that I wish to comment on concerns the two churches , 
we are informed that they were complete with their own incumbents, curates , 
c lerks and sexton s and were interchangeable in all things except 
congregations. Apparentl y the congregation were tenacious of their rights 
and loyaltie s to their own particul ar parish church. Mus ic for the services 
was provided by choirs and village bands who would perform in the galleries 
of both churches (are t here two ga lleries today!) and when a harmonium was 
first introduced into Reepham Church this was regarded by Mr. Watson as a 
"rather dangerous proceeding " . He obviously disapproved of change a nd 
recorded the lack of enthusiasm when he was charged with distributing the 
first edition of 'Hymns Anc ient and Modern' . 

The Communion was celebrated about once a month, the number attending 
was never very impressive even on Easter Day when never more than thirty are 
recorded during the ten years (1 859- 69) covered by -the book . The attendance 
for other services was (by today's standard) phenomenal, between three and 
fou r hundred worshippers would attend espec i al ly in the afternoon and 
evening. On every Good Friday there was a morning service with a congr egation 
of over four hundred, this impressive figur e is slightly misleading when we 
are t old that farm labourers got a holiday o n Good Friday, with pay provided 
they went to Church . It must be remembered that the fi g ures given are for 
Reep ham- c um-Kerdi ston and doubt less they were much the same for Whitwell - cum
Hackford . 
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Woodland 
in lrust 

O
ld broadleaved wood land is our island's ancestral 
landscape, and probably the richest and most beautiful of 
all w ild habitats. It is where nightingales live, and 

. bluebells grow, and where you can still enjoy the 
unforgettable sight of beech leaves turning gold over a carpet of 
flowering heather. It is the heart of our natural heritage 

But as a nation which for centuries has tolerated the fact that we 
have one of the lowest proportions of natura lly wooded land in 
Europe, we have suddenly realised that even this small fragment 
is in danger of being wiped out Our "ancient woodlands", the last 
of the Wildwood, are going down in front of the bulldozers. 
Already the losses have been devastating. Nearly a half has been 
destroyed since the wa r to make way for arable crops or conifer 
plantations, in what may have been the fiercest period of attrit ion 
in our whole history What remains amounts to, on offic ial 
estimates, about 300,000 hectares, or less than a seventh of the 
country's treelands. This may seem a smidgen of land, but it still 
manages to include almos·t all our favourite local copses, as well 
as great national treasures like the New Forest and the Lake 
District oakwoods . 

The decline is depressing, but also puzzling, not least for the fact 
that as a people so passionate ly fond of trees we should have 
al lowed it to happen And how do we square those figures with 
the recent boom in planting, and with the Forestry Commission's 
evidence - also widely publicised - that deciduous woodland has 
actually increased in area over the last decade? What is so spec ial 
about ancient woodland that singles it out from deciduous 
woodland in general? Presumably all woods have to start 
somewhere so aren't we in danger of forgetting those proverb ial 
littl e acorns? 

A poll- or, better, a word association test would probably 
produce half a dozen different and probably contradictory images 
of ancient woodland, ranging from groups of shapely oaks 
planted by Capability Brown to something vaguely primeval, 
unmarred b,v any human hand. But thankfully in the summer of last 
year, a definition began to emerge that everyone, commercia l 
foresters included, was prepared to accept. The phrase "ancient 
woodland" refers, simply, tosites which have been continuously 
wooded since before 1 600. That is a fair slice of time for the special 
plants and animals of woodland to establish a settled existence, 
bu! the date isn't a purely arb itrary one. It also marks a watershed 
between two separate traditions of managing woodland the 
modern idea of forestry, with its artificia lly created plantations, 
often of exotic trees : and the older tradition of woodmanship, 
which relied on the continuous cropping and regrowth of our 
native species The idea of planting whole woods is surpris ingly 

------------~ .•. ~-
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WOODLAND IN TRUS I 

recent. and would have seemed absurd to the med ieva ls. since 
woods grew so well of their own accord. ' The earliest recorded 
plantation is Lord Burghley's Wood in Windsor Great Park. which 
dates from 1580. 

The point about pre-1600 woods is that being unplanted they 
are likely to have - almost by definition - vastly more natural 
features than plantat ions. There is even a chance that they are on 
sites which have been continuously wooded since the Stone Age 
and that their vegetation and wildlife are remnants. or at least 
echoes. of the time w hen the Wildwood cloaked most dry land 
10.000 years ago Although these plants and animals can be 
immensely tolerant of our using their habitat. they are very 
particular in their requirements. and often cannot thrive in newly 
created woods. 

Boulsbury Wood in Wiltshire - currently our most notorious 
ancient wood because of the compensation payments of £20.000 
a year for 60 years the government is having to pay the owner for 
not converting it to a conifer p lantation - has some striking 
examples. As well as a stunn ing carpet of woodland flowers. 
including lilies of the valley. orchids and Solomon's seal . it 
contains what is probably one of the oldest living things in Britain. 
It is not an oak but a native lime. now a scarce and scattered 
species: and it grows not as a huge and venerab le hulk. but as a 
gigantic ring of smaller trunks. the result of having been regular ly 
cut back 10 ground level ("coppiced") maybe 50 times in its life. 
It is 22 feet in diameter and probably 1.500 years old. and is a living 
embodiment of the continuity of the wood . 

Cases like this. of unplanted trees surviving precisely because 
they have been cut. go right against the popular belief about the 
way that trees and woodland "work" . Most of us were brought up 
on a version of woodland history that began with a primeval oak 
forest. This survived the assaults of early settlers. was plundered to 
fuel the iron industry and build the British fleet in the 17th century. 
and only saved from total extinction by the farsighted planting of 
the 18th - and 19th-century landowners . In short . the legend 
.teaches us that felling and using trees destroys woodlands and 
tree planting is necessary to restore them. 

N
OW it would be very encouraging to have a national 
mythology about woodlands which so obviously cares 
about them. were it not so far from the truth as to inhibit the 
kind of understanding and action we desperately need at 

present The real history is radically different at almost every point. 
1 he Wildwood. to begin with. was a constantly varying tapestry of 
a score of tree species. In the south of England small-leaved lime 
was probably as common as oak . Clearance for crop-growing and 
settlement was under way very early. more than 6.000 years ago 
on current estimates. but as the woodland area declined. what 
remained was used with increasing ingenuity and care . It was. 
after all. an irreplaceable resource Among the earliest wooden 
"rlefacts to have been discovered in this country are the 
corduruy" wa lk-ways which were built across the marshy lands 

of the Somerset levels . They date from about 2500BC. and are 
built of po les so straight and regula r that they were almost 
certainly grown and cut in managed woodland . 

By Domesday (1086) less than a fifth of the original forest cover 
remained. and was being managed as a mosaic of wastes. hunting 
chases. wooded areas where cattle grazed. and enclosed coppices 
where fuelwoodand building timber grew. The combined 
wood land estate was astonishingly productive. By 1600 when 
coal and cheap Scandinavian softwoods were comparatively 
unimportant items of trade. Britain 's population of some seven 
million was virtually self-sufficient in timber and fuel from a total 
area of treeland probably somewhat less than we have at present' 
One eminent woodland historian has described the coppice
wood as "the North Sea gas of pre -1800 England". That these 
woods were alile to go on producing a se: mingly inexhaustib le 
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supply of firewood and building timber is due to the simple but 
persistently ignored fact that our native broadleaf trees (unlike 
conifer species) are capable of regenerating from the stump when 
they are fel led or lopped. and of doing so indefinitely. 

Y
oU do not need to take any of this alternative woodland 
history on trust: it is all there to be seen. preseNed in the 
fascinating and intricate structure of our remaining ancient 
woods themselves. Here and there. on inland cliffs. ·unstabie 

shore lines. and other habitats too precarious or inaccessible to 
have been worked commercially you can see something of the 
variety which the original Wildwood once encompassed . On 
upland scree slopes in. for instance. Western Argyll there are often 
patches of juniper. birch and aspen which are probably much like 
the shrubby woodland which pioneered the reafforestation of 
Britain after the retreat of the glaciers. Shrivelled ash -woods grow 
on some limestone "pavements" in the north-the Yorkshire Da les 
for example - though it would be more precise to say in the 
limestone; not only do the bulk of the flowers . the wild garlic . 
ferns. globe-flowers and cranesbi ll. ac'tua lly grow below ground 
level in deep. moist fissures. but so do many of the trees. And on 
Holmstone (ie holly-stone) Beach at Dungeness in Kent. there is 
wood growing on pure shingle. consisting of almost prostrate 
holly and blackthorn and first mentioned in a boundary charter 
dated 741AD. 

But the vast majority of surviving ancient woods have been 
worked in some way. from the little alder dingles on the Welsh 
borders. once cut for clogs. to the great West Country oakwoods 
whose bark was used in the tanning trade Both these were 
managed as coppices. So were the gorge woods that run along the 
banks of the River Wye and which contain almost our entire range 
of some 60 native species of tree and shrub . They were harvested 
largely to supply the local iron smelting works. as were many of the 
woods in the Forest of Dean. and it was this important -economic 
role that ensured their sUNival. It is no coincidence that many of 
the most densely and continuously wooded areas of Britain - the 
Weald. Wyre Forest in Worcestershire and Furness in Lancashire 
:-- occur precisely where there were once flourishing iron mining 
and smelting enterprises. The ironworks needed a continuous 
supply of wood charcoal. and their owners made sure that the 
woods that produced it were well looked after . Uses of other kinds 
conseNed other areas of woodland . The Chiltern woodlands. for 
example. which were a major source of fuelwood for London until 
the advent of cheap coal. found a new role in the 19th century 
when many of the old coppices were converted into beech "high 
forest" to supply the High Wycombe furniture trade. And the 
importance of usefulness is just as apparent today. In East Anglia. 
the recent revival of interest in ancient woodlands together with 
a growing market for their produce among craftsmen and women. 
and wood-burning stove owners. has meant that some hundreds 
of small. abandoned copses have been saved from clearance and 
returned to traditional management. 

Beyond the coppices is the legacy of a quite separate tradition. 
in which the growing of wood was combined with the raising of 
cattle or deer. In this tradition are the medieval deer parks. like 
Moccas in Hertfordshire and Bradgate in Leicestershire with their 
huge boundary banks. and the many wooded commons of 
southern England - Burnham Beeches. Epping . the Mens for 
example - where firewood was haNested above the level at which 
cattle grazed by the lopping process known as pollarding . 

You have only to go woodcrawling around your own parish to 
see how much history has been inscribed - in· grained. so to speak 
- in the structure of all ancient woods Much can be read in the 
form of the trees themselves. Rings of smaller trunks. apparently 
springing from a single base. are known as stools. and are the form 
in which trees grow when coppiced regularly . When one of these 
poles or trunks is cut . a ring -count will tell you not how old the tree 



WOODLAND IN TRUST 

is. but when it was last cut. Pollards bear sheaves of branches 
beginning about 'eight to 10 feet above the ground. often on 
immensely broad and gnarled trunks Maidens or standards. 
intended for heavier or finer quality timber are tall and straight. and 
have narrow crowns if they've grown surrounded by other trees. 

Sometimes you may see a short pollard or stub. with a trunk 
about three or four feet tall. These are just one of a large range of 
features originally employed to mark boundaries around. or inside. 
woods. The most conspicuous of these is usually a bank-and
dirch. Ancient woodbanks are usually massive and sinuous. Since 
one of their important functions was to keep grazing animals away 
from the young shoots of regenerating coppice. their accompany
ing ditch was usually on the outside. A reverse bank. with the ditch 
on the inside. is typical of wooded deer park and commons. where 
the intention was to keep the animals in. Woodbanks still 
sometimes carry remains of hedges. and there are some woods in 
the Wye valley where the boundaries and internal compartments 
are marked by old stone walls . 

/i.
1 kinds of ponds occur in ancient woods. Natural ponds are 
normally roughly oval or circular in shape - though so are 

the f ishponds occasionally found in monastic deer-parks . 
Other artificial ponds include duck decoys (18th-19th 

century). normally tapering in shape. and dammed ponds 
associated with forges or furnaces (14th-18th century) 

Then there is the wildlife. perhaps the most striking of all the 
special features of ancient woodland. Dormice prefer long
established woods. So do some of our more glamorous butterflies. 
like the white admiral and purple emperor. Something like a 
hundred species of wild flower. including favourites like sweet 
woodruff. wood sorrel and early purple orchid. are more or less 
confined to anciently-wooded sites. One could go on. about the 
lichens and mosses and beetles that are steadfastly attached to 
these places . . But it should be clear by now how this wealth of 
detail makes these woods irreplaceable When they are destroyed I 

it is not just their trees that disappear. but an accumulated ' 
historical texture that no new plantation can ever "catch up" with 

What emerges from the history of our woods is that it is not use ' 
that destroys them but redundancy Woods have vanished in the 
past when barley or conifers or speculative building has become 
a more profitable use of the land . It is becau se traditionall y 
managed woodland is so often not immed i2lSiy seen as a 
viable commercial use of land that the rate of clearance has 
become so alarming . 

At present there is virtually no legislation which can control this 
inexorable destruction . But last summer the Forestry Commission 
began making tentative moves towards recognising ancient 
woods as a special case. and in need of more rigorous felling
licence arrangements . It remains to be seen what the outcome of 
this change of attitude will be. But the need to find mO'.l ern roles 
for ancient woods is likely to remain as urgent as ever The 
Woodland Trust is outstanding among those conservation bodies , 
concerned with woodland in exploring this need. as well as 
fulfilling a purely protective function 

The Trust was started in 1 972. as a one -man org.anisation based 
in Devon . Its aims. even at that early date. were not just to conserve 
exist ing woods and establish new ones but to "secure and 
enhance the enjoyment of the publ.ic of the natural environment of 
these territories" . Since then it has recruited 40.000 members. and 
acqu ired 135 woods covering more than 4.000 acres . These 
figures alone are an indication of its success. but just as important 
is the style in which these acquisitions have been made. The Trust 
understandably sees its chief priority as the purchase of vulnerable 
woods. and the evocative phrase "Woodland Rescue" it has 
coined for this operation gives you an idea of how it goes about 
things . Once the decision has been made to try and buy a wood. 
the Trust goes ahead with a si ngle-minded comm itment that has 

astonished some older conservation bodies. used to repeated 
defeats and lack of funds. The Trust makes its supporters in the 
area the key to appeals for specific woods. and tops up their 
locally-raised contributions with money from central government 
agencies like the Countryside Commission and the National 
Heritage Fund . 

This is how it was able to raise close on a quarter of a million 
pounds in one month for the 340-acre Wormley Wood in 
Hertfordshire. Wormley is the largest surviving fragment of the 
great oak and hornbeam woods that once covered much of the 
county. and is of national scientific importance as well as a 
beautiful and awesome place to walk in . 

But although there is a good case for regarding woods like this 
as historic monuments. they aren't redundant relics . They are 
living. growing communities whose character and very survival 
are due in part to their long association with humans. The 
Woodland Trust recognises that both woods and humans will 
benefit if that association is renewed So wherever possible It 
opens its woods to the public 

The Trust has tried to acquire woods evenly over England and 
Wales. in urban areas as well as rural. It is beginning to manage its 
properties to improve their value to wildlife and people. and is 
encouraging its supporters to act as informal wardens. In Pepper 
Wood in the West Midlands. for example. all these different 
strands have been brought together in an ambitious " community 
woodland" experiment. Hundreds of people from the Bromsgrove 
area come to learn traditional coppicing techniques. and take part 
in a host of other activities associated with the wood 

It is in this coming together of old almost forgotten traditions 
and modern enth usiasms that a new and exciting role for our 
valuable ancient woods is gradually beginning to emerge and 
develop 0 
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SPAB DOMESDAY SURVEY OF BARNS 

AND 

THE REEPHAM SOCIETY AWARD SCHEME 

Members will recall t nat the above items were included in the 
January News l e t ter , volunteers were requested to assist with the survey 
of barns and application s were invited for the Society's award scheme. 
The respo~se from members t o both iLems was extremely disappointing, 
i t lS not too l ate f or members to respond to either one, so I have 
included them again in t he hope that we are perhaps luckier this t ime . 
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SPAB DOMESDAY SURVEY OF BARNS 

The SPAB is the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
and is the oldest national society dedicated to the conservative repair 
of old buildings. They intend in this survey to try and record the basic 
details of eve~ traditionally built barn in England & Wales, whether they 
are still in agricultural use, are converted or derelict. It has been 
called the Domesday Survey of Barns and is one of the largest surveys of 
buildings ever undertaken in the country. The target for. completion is 
1986 - 900 years after completion of the Domesday Book. 

The survey is part of The SPAB Barns Campaign which aims to 
create an awareness of barns and their importance in the landscape. The 
SPAB believes that wherever possible, barns should remain in agricultural 
use, and they will be pressing for a change in the grants system to 
encourage this. 

To carry out this survey as successfully and as comprehensively 
as possible, a large number of volunteers are to be sought and to be asked 
to undertake to survey all the barns in their specific areas. The Reepham 
Society is interested in assisting with the survey of barns and whilst it 
would be interested in covering the five parishes within its area of 
'benefit', it would like to have sufficient volunteers to cover adjoining 
parishes, i.e . Bawdeswell, Swannington, Cawston, Heydon etc. 

The success of the survey will depend upon the goodwill of 
farmers and owners of barns in allowing access to their property and their 
verbal help in answering questions about use of the building. (although 
this may be obvious to the keen volunteer). It should be stressed that 
the survey can only be successfully carried out with the volunteer first 
obtaining permission from the owner .. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer and would like to 
offer your help with this survey, then please get in touch with 

Mr. Russell Vincent 
Vale Cottage 
Hackford Vale 
Reepham Tel. 870554 

or contact the Society's Hon. Secretary (who will pass on your details) 

Mr. B. Wise 
45 Ollands Road 
Reepham 
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THE REEPHAMSOCIETY AWARD SCHEME 

Members will recall the last newsletter in which we featured 
{inside and on the front cover) details of the Reepham Society Award 
Scheme. Somewhat belatedly we gave details of the 1983 Award which 
was presented to M.G. Brown and R.J.Chamberlin, Builders, for their 
rehabilitation work to Birchams Yard, Reepham. The Scheme was started 
in 1983 and is a bi-annual event; we are therefore inviting nominations 
for the Award for 1985. Any menber or non-member can submit schemes, 
and the full details covering the scheme are outlined below. 

to: 
I would ask that any nominations you may care to make are sent 

Mr. Russell Vincent 
Vale Cottage 
Hackford Vale 
Reepham 

or The Hon. Secretary 
Mr. B. Wise 
45 Ollands Road 
Reepham 

by no later than the 31st May, 1985. Please however, do not leave it 
until the last as all schemes submitted will have to be inspected. It 
is intended for the Awards to be announced in November 1985 and a pl aque 
to the successful owner will be presented. 

Members and non-members of the Society are invited to submit schemes. 
The following examples are not definitive but include the types of practical 
work to be encouraged: 

i) Restoration of old buildings and structures, both internally and 
externally and, where necessary, their adaptation to a new use. 

ii) Replacement of obtrusive, excessively large or garish shop and 
other signs by signs better suited to the character of the surrounding , . 

iii) Improvement of the surroundings of buildings and areas by land
scaping, appropriate lighting and street furniture, and other means 
to create a more pleasing setting. 

iv) New construction, the design of which harmonises with the 
character of the surroundings. 

v) Repair, 'cleaning and repainting of buildings. 

vi) Open spaces introducing more trees, grass and flowers. 

vii) Repair and preservation of vernacular details. 
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APPLICATION FORM 

To: Hon Secretary, The Reepham Society. 

I wish the scheme. mentioned below to be considered for a Reepham Society 
Award 1985. I h~:ye . obtained permission from the owner, and occupier where 
appropriate, for this scheme to be entered. 

Signed ________________________________________ Dated ____________________ _ 

Name Address --------------------------------- ----------------------------
________________________________________________ Telephone ________________ ___ 

Please complete accurately the following: 

1. Name of Scheme and Address ------------------------------------------

Date of Completion (Schemes must be complete) --------------------------
2. Name, Address & Telephone No of Owner ______________________________ __ 

3. Name, Address & Telephone No of Occupier ____________________________ __ 

4. Name and Address of Designer/Consultants ____________________________ __ 

5. Name and Address of Builder or Manufacturer ----------------------------

6. Names and Addresses of any Organisation involved (state capacity) 

7. Brief Description of the Scheme 

NOTE: Any creative ,work which contributes to the quality and appearance of town
scape or landscape is eligible. There will be no categorisation of entries. The 
foll owing points should, however, be noted: (a) schemes must be such that they 
can be seen by the general public, (b) schemes must be fully completed (or if 
in several phases this must be defined) and (c) entries consisting principally of 
landscaping may need to be deferred for assessment if insufficiently mature to 
allow an impression of the intended ~ffect. 
There is no limit to the number of entries allowed from anyone source. 
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REEPHAM MARDLE, SPUFFLE AND SQUIT 

In the last newsletter I spoke rather unkindly about the garage in 
School Road (the one on the east side), I suggested rather than the barn 
next door being demolished and the gara ge being left standing, it ought to 
be the other way around. 

I have been taken to task by Mrs. Batcock of The Hollies, New Road, on 
this particular issue,in a letter from her she comments that the garage may 
be in a lamentable state but it does represent an exciting form of architecture 
developed in the 1920's for a particular use . 

The stat e of the building should not distract us from its architectural 
and townscape value and an example such as this one should be preserved and 
not be demolished and lost forever as many others have been . 

As I pass this building twice a day on my way to and from work, I now 
look at it in a different light, but this light would be greatly enhanced if 
the building didn't look quite such a mess. 

It should be realised by readers t1at comments made by the newsletter 
editor are not necessarily the view of ~he Society's committee or members as 
a whole. I would like the newsletter to become a means for any member to 
express an opinion critical or otherwise. I'm sure Mrs. Batcock is not the 
only person to have strong feelings or comments about items printed in these 
pages. I do indeed welcome her critical but constructive concern. 

We are informed (by the Eastern Daily Press) that a film of Reepham was 
made during the 1930's . We believe that a copy is held somewhere in Norwich. 
This is really the extent of available information that we have about this film 
and obviously we are keen to trace and hopefully have a copy of it . Does 
anybody know anything about this? Even the briefest details would be most 
helpful, contact with me or any committee member would be most helpful. 

A planning application has been made for the erection of two dwelling 
houses at Townsend Corner. Lovers of our current Reepham townscape should 
make haste with their cameras and photograph an area which is likely to be 
irretrievably changed (new houses replacing antique shop!) . 

The Reepham Saturday Spectacular Committee are having a change (and a 
deserved rest) from their usual two day extravaganze in September. They 
are holding this year a one day Charter Fair which will be held in the 
Market Place on Saturday, 29th June. The Society hopes to have a stall to 
advertise its activities etc. 
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Broadland has turned down the application for a hot food shop on the 
end of the ex. Sun P.H. which looks out onto Towns End corner. An 
application has now been received for the same hot food shop but in a 
d~fferent part of the building. 

Many people were concerned at the future of the church railings which 
were suddenly taken down before last Christmas and although they were not 
removed from the site r rumour and speculation abounded that they were not 
going to be returned to their rightful position. A petition for their 
reinstatement was organised (which I hope you signed), and the Society 
wrote to the Parochial Church Council stating that they felt strongly that 
the railings should be returned. The Society asked for repair cost details 
so that an assessment of help that they may be able to give could be made. 
After petition, letters and reconsiderations it is now thought that the cost 
of restoration may not be quite as excessive as was originally thought and 
the Church Council have now agreed to positively explore the possibility of 
putting them back. 

After being persuaded on more than one occasion not to give up, Mr. Tom 
Mate has now finally decided to retire from the task of organising the 
SOCiety's Gardens Competition. This is a great pity as we have no natural 
replacement to carryon with this. Is there anyone available who would like 
to take on this summer time (hopefully dry weather) duty? Although giving up, 
Mr. Mate is willing to give every assistance and anyone interested should 
contact h im on 870439. 

Did you know that a wel l known heather featured in gardening books and 
on television is called 'Jack Brummage' and that Jack Brummage who raised 
this variety lives in Tudor Cottager Reepham! 
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COMPETITIONS 

TwO competitions are offered in this newsletter, one for the 
younger members and one for the not so young. The first one has 
been prepared by Catherine Verti gan; any child who is no older than 
twelve years of age on the 1st May 1985 can enter. Entries will be 
accepted until the21st June and if more than one correct entry is 
received the winner will be drawn from 'a hat'. 

The following words are all hidden somewhere in the puzzle, ring 
round the words as shown with the word 'snow'), tear out the page and 
send to the editor's address given on the first page. 

SUN 

HOTEL 
TENT 
CIFtCUS 

SEA 

BEACH 
ReCK 

SANDY 
SKI 

The winner will receive a £2 prize. 
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There is no ag = limit for the second competition - entries 
' please by the21st J Jne , 1985 and to be sent to the editor's address 

(given on t he first page) . 

From Reep ham market squar e travel 23 furlongs to the place where, 
maybe or maybe not, once l ived the Pied Piper. 

Proceed then along the ro ad toward s the land of many birds for 
53 chains (give o r take a link or two). 

Here you should f ind the initials (temporarily whitened with a 
Polo mint for photographic purposes ). 

£2 prize for the best explanation of al l this, received before 
1st June 1 985. 
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CLOUDS 

Up a hi ll , up a tree 
Everywhere -

Clouds look at me. 
The whiteness, brightness 

Dazzles me. 
The blueness, the whiteness 

Clash together as the 
Clouds pass by. 

Catherine Vertigan 




