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MARCH 1986 

Dear Member, 

The last newsletter was a Christmas issue and contained one or two 
extra articles which were intended to give you, the reader, something to 
look at and digest in your spare moments over the holiday period. If our 
distribution is quic k, then you will probably receive this issue in t ime 
for the Easter holiday. I cannot, however, produce the quantity of material 
this time - but I hope you will fi nd something of interest. 

All members should have received their 1986 membership card which 
included the programme of events organised by the Society for the forthcoming 
year . The origina l list of events was planned last autumn and since then a 
number of changes have been necessary , one or two extra events have al so been 
fitted in. Please refer to the list of dates detailed in the next few pages 
as your new definitive list of events for this year, there may be other 
changes and we will certainly want to inform you of further detail concerning 
specific events, such as the Cheese and Wine Evening now scheduled for Friday, 
14th November. Future quarterly newsletters will inform you of any changes 
but please , watch the Society 's notice board in the Bircham Centre or note 
any posters which may be put up informing you of our events. 

At the end of each membership year the Society loses a number of 
member s and then gains throughout the following year. This year however , our 
new members have mo re than totalled our membership loss. During January and 
February we gained 26 new members and after allowing for the 12 memberships 
the Society lost, our total membe rship now exceeds 300. The trend will be 
for fu rther members to join during the year and as we now have more members 
than at any time in the Society 's eleven years existence, it seems that 
"things can only get bigger and better" for us. 

The second part of "I Remembe r" by ~1iss Marjorie Gibbs is included, 
this particular item stirred a number of memories and from the feedback I 
have received , it seems it was widely read by members and by a number of 
non members who purchased some of our spare copies from The Chimes. Mr. Tony 
Ivins has lent me an article about tanning, an occupation that once found 
employment for a number of people in this area. A word of warning though, 
if you suffer from a queasy stomach then read the article before you have 
your tea and not directly afterwards. 

We have an article about the history and work of The Civic Trust, of 
which the Reepham Society is a registered member, and I have reproduced from 
the Trust 's bi-monthly journal "Heritage Outlook" an article about the 
Ramblers Association which I hope will be of interest. Finally we have given 
you anothe r poem by Royal W.J. Cooper, another topi cal choice entitled 
"Reepham N.F .U. Meeting". 

My thanks to t he foll owing contributors and helpers. 

Anthony Ivi ns Majo r ie Gibbs 
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Roya 1 Cooper Irs. M. Hemmings. 

Michael Black 
Middlemarch 
Broomhi 11 Lan' 
Reepham. 

Tel. 870936 



THURSDAY 3rd. APRIL 

The annual general meeting of the Reepham Society will be held on this 
date at the Old Brewery House Hotel commencing at 8.p.m. The first part of 
the even.ing will be devoted to the affa i rs of the Society, which usually 
consists of the election of officers and the el ection of those members 
nominated to serve on the committee for the forthcoming year and a report of 
the Societyls previous yearls work and achievements, a report usually given 
by the chairman. 

When the annual affairs of the Society have been completed those 
attending will be entertai ned by the Rev . F. Allcock, who will give a talk 
on "Memories of Reepham in the 1920 ls and 30 I s." I would add that the 
administrative/committee part of the evening usually only takes about 30 minutes, 
so please donlt be put off by the more mundane part of the evening. The Society 
now boasts a membership of more than 300 and the turn -out at the annual general 
meeting is usually about 40 members and friends, so this year why not turn up 
and enjoy an evening which as a member has been primarily organised for your 
benefit! 

******************** 

MO NO A Y 5 t h. MA Y 

The membership card and 1986 programme does not list the following 
event, the 1986 programme was initially planned in Oct./Nov . 1985 and- since 
then a footpath walk has been organised. In previous years footpath walks 
have been organised by the Society or by outside groups to whom we are 
affiliated or linked in some way. 11m sure many of you will remember the 
two walks that we were involved with last March, one a walk around the town 
and the other a somewhat wet and windy walk around the Reepham countryside. 

Monday, 5th May is the Bank holiday to celebrate May Day and you are 
invited to join us in the Market Place at 3.p.m. for our Spring Footpath 
Walk, good walking shoes or boots are essential and as it is a bank holiday, 
then something warm to wear will probably be essential. All members and 
friends are welcome. as are any dogs - but on a lead . 

Reepham is an area which is well served with footpaths and unfortunately 
the Reepham Society does not take a role as great as it would like in organising 
regular walks along these paths . I think it is fair to say that three or four 
walks a year could be organ i sed and it would still take a few years to cover all 
the known walks and points and places of interest in the area . Is there anyone 
who would like to take a more active organising interest in this particular area? 
The present committee does not feel we are giving our footpaths wa lks enough 
emphasis and we would be more than willing to help anyone who would like to take 
over this particular role. If anyone is suffici ently interested th en perhaps 
initially they would contact the newsletter editor on Norwich 870936. 

******************** 

THE REEPHAM SOCIETY AWARD SCHEME - THURSDAY 5th. JUNE 

The Award is to be presented bi-annually, the first award for 1983 was 
presented to M.G. Brown and R.J. Chamberlain for their renovation wor:-: on the 
four early 19th cent ury cottages now known as Birchams Yard. The Award Scheme 
is intended to stimulate interest in the appearance of our Town and Countryside; 
to create a greater awareness of the importance of environmental design in all 
aspects, including architecture, planning and landscape and to draw attention to 
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the best con t r ibutions being made in these fields. 

Every two yea rs members and non members of the Society are invited to 
submit schemes for the consideration for the Award. 

The winner is presented with a certificate and the buildi ng or area of 
work which wins the Award has a plaque affixed. The plaque was designed by 
Russell Vincent and is in cast aluminium and manufactured by t he Royal Label 
Factory. 

Four schemes were nominated for the 1985 award and the sub-committee 
vi sited:-

1. Barclays Bank - to consider the outside structural changes 

2. The conversion carried out and now known as Merchants Yard 

3. The conversion to living accommodation of a former cartshed for 
Mr. and Mrs. J . Vertigans 

4. The conversion to living accommodation of a forme r slaughterhouse 
at Bar Lane Cottage for Mr. L. Harris 

The recommendations of the sub-committee have been accepted by the Society 
and an award will be made but I'm afraid that at this stage the wi nner cannot be 
announced, we are saving this for the following date. 

The committee has arranged an evening visit on Thursday, 5th June to "look 
at a new development in Reepham", it has been decided that t he award ceremony will 
be held on thi s evening and hopefully we will be able to look in some detail at 
the winning scheme and then to move on to the 'new development'. 

Would all members and friends who want to attend, please meet in the 
Market Place at 8.p.m., from there we will walk to the award win ner ! 

******************** 

THURSDAY 10th. JULY ~ VISIT TO HALES BARN 

The Society has arranged with the owners of Hales Hall Barn f or a 
pri vate evening visit on Thursday, 10th July to Norfolk's largest barn. 

Hales Barn is indeed an impressive building and has been descri bed 
- as the most spectacular as well as one of the oldest surviving barns in 

Norfolk. It was built at the end of the fifteenth century and at a hundred 
and eighty four feet long, it has, during the centuries, been used for stabling 

. and accommodation for farm servants as well as for storage space for harvested 
crops . 

The barn was only one part of the Hales Hall complex and although little 
remains t oday of the original Hall except some buried foundations, there is 
oppos i te to the barn, a long range of domestic buildings for the farm, buildings 
as old and as interesting as the barn. 

A coach will leave Reepham Market Place at 6.p.m. sharp on 10th J uly , 
and t he cost to those going will be £1.50 each. This is an exceptional piece 
of our Norfolk Heritage and we hope as many of you as possible wil l come along 
for this evening. 

******************** 
" 



THURSDAY 30th. OCTOBER 

For this evening we have invited Mr. Brian Sage to gi ve us a talk with 
sl i des entitled "Nor thern India and it's Wildlife". Mr. Sa ge can offer 
soc ieties talks on a wide ra nge of geographical top i cs and we have picked just 
one from a long list of poss i bilities . The evening will be held at the Bircham 
Institute and will comme nce at 8. p.m . 

******************** 

FRIDAY 14th . NOVEMBER - WIN E AND CHEESE EVENING 

Over t he pas t years t 1e Wine and Cheese Even ln g at Whitwell Hall has 
given the Society a successf Jl fund raising event enjoyed by all t hose who 
attend, it has usua l ly been held ea r ly in the year but in 1986 i t is to be 
held on Friday 14th November , this is not an event th at a~pea r s in the 1986 
programme and membership card so perhaps you could make a note of this date 
in your diary. 

Further details will be given in due course but at the moment I can 
tell you that it wil l be held at Whitwell Hall from 7.30 p. m. The awards to 
the winners of the annual garden competition will be presented early in the 
evening, you will then have some time to enjoy your 'cheese and wine' and the 
evening will be concluded with some entertainment (a t the moment we have not 
booked anything speci f ic but I am told that a revue by the Ree pham Amateur 
Theatrical Society is highly likely) . 

******************** 

ANNUAL GARDEN COMPETITION 

Th i s annual competition was not held in 1985 but Mrs. P. Large and 
Mr . J. Miller have taken on the task of organising it for 1986 . Contact has 
probably been made already with those members who had their gardens judged 
in previous competitions to see if they wish to participate agai n. The 
Society will be pleased to arrange a visit to any garden that i s entered , 
inspections are us ually made twice during the summer by the organi sers and 
the judge and these vi sits are usually made without prior arrangement with 
the gardener concerned. 

The judges' final decision is made on the strength of bot h visits, 
gardens will be judged in two categories, large and small, and there is no 
limit on how large or small a garden your garden can be. It doesn't have 
t o be all your garden, if you keep scrap cars in the bac k garden , but the 
f ront garden is your pride and joy, then make it clear t o t he j udges that 
onl y the front is to be considered . 

I f you would like to enter the competition, then pl ease contact Mrs . 
. P. Large, telephone 871 789 after 4th May 1986. 

The Ewing Cup for the Best Small Garden and the J. St impson Cup for 
the Best Large Garden will be presented to the winners. Certi ficates will 
be presented to those coming 2nd and 3rd and cash prizes will also be given 
to all six winner s . 

******************** 
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THURSDAY 4th. DECEMBER 

Last year .we had a very successful evening with the "East Anglian Film 
Archive"; a 'large audience enjoyed a look at Ipast No rfolk ' and we have asked 
the film unit to come back again and bring us some mo re of their photographic 
memories '. The films will be a mix of City and County and \/ i11 last for about 
one hour, the highlight will be a film made in 1942 , E~ntit · ed ICrown of the 
Year' ! 

It features a farmer, Charl i e Wharton, who 1 iVf· d in the FTeggburgh area 
of the county and features the wartime harvest of 194; . I m· sure that the 
harvest using horses with muc h of t he help coming fr orl landgirls, will stir 
many memories . 

The evening will be held at the Old Brewery Ho Ise Hotel and will commence 
at 8.p .m. 

******************** 

A welcome to the following new members:-

Mr. D. Harvey 
Mr . N. Sunter 
Susan Batterham 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Blatch 
Dr . & Mrs. R. Batty 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Randell 
Mr . & Mrs. Seeley 
Mr . & Mrs. A. Cowles 
Mrs. E. Nightingale 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Joice 
Mrs . S. Hardiment . o 

Mr. & Mrs. Ayliffe-Robson 
Mr . & Mrs. Heath 
Mrs. Canham 
Mr .. & Mrs. D. Gostling 
Mr. Shearman 

The Old Brewery House Hotel 
Blackwater Cottage, Whitwell 

II II II 

Valley Farm House, Whitwell 
Brewery Lane, Reepham 
Silver End, Reepham 
Silver End, Reepham 
Silver End, Reepham 
The Chimes, Reepham 
The Moor, Reepham 
Booton 
St. Marys Glebe Barn, Reepham 
Ollands Road, Reepham 
Silver End, Reepham 
Pightle Way, Reepham 
Station Road, Reepham 

Membership with the Society is annual and was renewable from the 
1st. January 1986; for various reasons twelve memberships were not renewed, 
however with membership renewals and with new members since January 1986, 
our total membership is now 305 including 36 Life Members (as at 1st March, 
1986) . 

******************** 
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I REMEr~BER 

The , story -of Reepham Market Place in the early years of this century 
as seen by a small child. 

In the last newsletter we printed the first part of the remlnlscences 
of Miss Majorie Gibbs of Reepham Market Place during the period 1902-1~20. 
The first part detailed the residents and their businesses and this second 
part elaborates on the social life of the Market Place. 

The social life of the market place was almost a community 
in itself, Austin, Fisher, Hall, Peck, Cocking, Riches, and 
Gibbs all being meober.s of the parish council and oost of 
these on various conmittees that were fomed from time to time. 

One of the highlights of the year was the fair on June 29th 
and I can remember the excitement to us youngsters when the 
Market Place was invaded by vans, roundabouts, coconut shies, 
shooting galleriqs and stalls selling home-oade rock of many 
flavours an4 much stickiness. They usually stayed for a week, 
to the delight of the younger generation, although the adult 
part of the popUlation was glad when they left owing to the 
noise and many other inconveniences. Stalls were gay and 
lighted by paraffin flares. The majestic engine with its 
shining brasswork Vias admired and wondered at by everybody as 
it provided steam to run the roundabouts, current for the 
organ's repertoire of tunes and the lighting system. This 
was also a strain on the pockets of the youngsters for pennies, 
which often had-to be supplemented by a visit to their parents 

"tVlO or three titles during the evening. The vans were drawn 
up side by side on the King's Arms plain facing the road and 
the horses were put out to grass on a meadow. We used to 
visit the "fair people" and take them fruit and vegetables, 
since my mother always remarked "Poor things, they have no 
gardens". One family came year after year and we would be 
asked into the van, so spotlessly clean, a wonderful house on 
wheels and I wished I lived in it. People would throng in 
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froD tho surrounding villages and make it a real frolic. I 
Vias told to be hone by 9 pn for bed, but I would lie awako 
listening to the organ playing its repertoire of the topical 
tunes of the day and waiting for God Save ' the King at 11 pD. 

I can recall Barnes, Stocks, Shaws and Grays, and cncc' 
Stocks stayed for three weeks. I nay add as a personal note, 
that this liking for fair people has never left me. 

Disturbing tho quiot of the week, each fiednesday was t he 
scone of much activity, when market day arrived. Farmers 
drove in with their horso and traps, tho latter of various 
shapes and sizos. Tho horses wore taken out of tho shafts 
and stabled at tho King's Arms or the Sun, though some 
preforred the lesser hostelries such as the Lord Nelson, 
Tho Greyhound, DUke of York, or Georgo and Dragon. The 
carts were parked on the market place or in the yards of the 
selected stabling. 

Farmers used to congregate te talk to each other and 
oxchange views and farm gossip, bargain with the z;'lOrchants to 
sell their corn , or to go to the bank for wages, and do most 
of their faro shopping at the local ironmonger's and 
agricultural engineer's. I have seen cheap jacks with 
earthenware, and if the salo yard was too full, calves and 
sheep would be kept thero until such time as thevo 'was room in 
the saloground . The oarket place was the centrax nceting 
placo for everyone. On Sundays the Salvation Amy band would 
hold services in the market place afternoon and evening. The 
band was very good in those days. Two army officers were in 
charge and the Army had a good cause here. I would always 
run to the window to soo them march by as they paraded to the 
barracks in Norwich Road via the Back Street, that is, if I 
was not in Sunday school in the afternoon. 

The market place set the scene for another "once a year" 
occasion. The Oddfell~vs held a district church parade, 
usually on Whit Sunday evening, when men, and in some cases 
their wives, came in from various lodges, arriving by wagonette, 
horse brake, horses and traps or bicycle. Tho men mot at 
6 pm on the market place looking very gay in thoir various 
coloured sashes and, with a very imposing banner bearing the 
syobols of the Oddfollons on it, would march to church via tho 
Back Street. 

In thoso days tho churches were not analgamated and I think 
tho sorvico was hold one year in St. Mary's and one yoar in 
St. Michaol's alternately. After the service they would ag~in 
parade with the band (usually the Doreham Voluntoers' band) 
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;rocecding along NO~vich Road? Rcephan Moor, Cabbago Court 
(n~N New Rcad) to station plain and back to tho market place 
vin Station Road collecting ~oney en route. They would then 
iisband and repair to either the King's Arms or the Sun to 
"whet their whistlos". As a child this was a highlight and 
~~ nother would entortain one or two of the wives during the 
parade and we would keep open house with coffee and cakes for 
~r~one whom my father or ny brother would bring in afte~vards. 
It was a "treat" for De to be allowed to stay up to watch the 
p:uado after church. 

I cannot recall the Coronation of Edward VII but to 
celebrate this I believe narqueos were erected on the ~~ket 
place and the whole village attended a feast of cold salt 
boef and pickles (I don't think salads were so fashionable 
then), with pluo pudding to follow. Every child was given an 
enanel mug with tho picture of King Edward and Queen Alexandra 
on it, as a souvenir. 

Another foaturo of lifo in tho oarket place during the 
winter months was tho weekly dancing class held in tho King's 
~s club roon. I envied my sister and brother who wore old 
~nough to attend this very popular pastime. Most of the 
young ladios and young farmers from the district attended 
(ovon Mr. Peck, though not so young!) The cumi-nation of 
all this was the annual dance 9 held in the' sane p}aco. 
~~ss Boon supplied most of the music on the piano and the 
lance usually finished by r.udnight. 

The ICing's ,Arcs had a flourishing Bowls Club, well 
supported by the narket place residents. 

Another daily event in the narket place cones to my mind. 
Ai 6 am the people living there were often awakened by the 
l1.rri val of tho mail cart and its noisy dri vcr. The cart vias 
like an ordinary heavy trap, with a covered-in portion behind 
for the bags of mail and was red. The horse wa~ given a 
nose bag while the driver knocked up the post naster. He 
cane every day including Sunday. 

Musically, the residents could be an entertainnent in 
thenselves.Mr. Fisher was organist at the chapel, choir
~aster and also oonducted Gloe Parties. , Mr6 Cocking played 
tho bass fiddle and tro~bone, Mr. Juby the violin, Mr. Edward 
Gibbs Junior, violin, piano or any other instruocnt. he could 
find, and with residents from other parts of tho town, a 
string band was fomed, not grand enough to be called an 
orohestra. Local concerts for various oharities were give~ 
in tho old school, Mr. Pock singing in his light baritone 
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vcice part-comic, part-sentimental songs that not always 
oucoeoded in being funny. Miss Boon was a willing 
cccor.:rpanist and would also sing well-known ballads of the day 
auch as "Don't Hurry" and "Tho Song that reached my Heart", 
accoopahied on tho piano by :Miss Austin who lived next door 
and who was also pianist with the string band. 1h-~ Austin 
haj a rich tenor voice and could always be relied on to sing 
"lIivana" or "Thora". 

Mrs. Wilton and lastly the Gibbs family would sometimes 
help. lIy father was ever popular with repeated requests for 
one of his six or seven h~orous patter songs, sone for which 
ho had never seen the nusic and ny brother would invent 
accor.:rpaninents for tben. Since ny father had a gift of wit 
a..."1d great humour he could always be relied on to nake a racy 
opcech of introduction or pass a vote of thanks. The elder 
jaughter would recite and the son, with that rare gift of 
ir.~rovisation, would play the piano or organ and any 
instruoent that he could find for his collection. He even 
invented an ~ttachnent for the piano which was like organ 
pedals and produced music fron bells~ each pedal playing one 
boll. The younger daughter (myself) only cane in to the music 
picturo about 1913 by playing accompaninents on the piano and 
piano solos, and even at an early age was in great demand to 
a.ing childish songs . Throughout the War she sang in concerts 
for tho troops. Her voice was trainod but she could never 
pursue a musical career as intended, as with the shortage of 
~-powor shGhad , to leave Dorohao High School and nako a 
caroor in the family business instead. With sevoral "out
aidors" from other parts of tho town and surrounding district 
tho nusical gentleoen of the market place formed a highly 
succossful minstrel troupo, calling themselves "The ulack 
Dianonds". Mr. Le Novo, tho relieving officer from Dereham 
Road, was interlocutor, tho two corner men wore 'ny father as 
Bones and Mr. Sidney Eglington as Tanbo. The assistant 
c~rnor mon woro Messrs . Austin and Peck. They rehearsed in 
tho club room and wore in great demand as entertainers. 
Evory year a grand Garden Fete (another highlight since there 
wore few cinomas and a visit to the theatre an event) was held 
in the grounds of Dr . E. V. Perry, the coooittee for this 
boing of course the Darket place gontlenen with a'few others . 
Their wives formed the tea cOI!Ditt ee . Sometimes the Barnardo 
boys froD ~atts Naval Training school at Elohan would give 
displays of life~saving, various gun drills and physical 
1isplays and also dancing of the hornpipe . The band of this 
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UdlOOl would parade from the market place. At night the 
~nrdens would be illuminated with hundreds of fairy lamps, 
~long the paths and festooned around. These consisted of 
coloured glasses about the size of a large cup, each con
taining a night-light. Usually one or two of the juniors 
~cre assigned to light these at dusk, and the band played for 
dancing on the la\~. 

Vllien the Black Diamonds were formed, their first 
porformance was given at one of these fetes. For this premier 
~ covered proscenium was erected, the string band accompanied 
:md it was all a hugo success. The stage was unique in those 
d~s in that it was lighted by electricity supplied through the 
,:;:lrdcns by land line from Mr. John Dixon, who at that time had 
the cycle Shop on tho corner of Towns End. 

Tho friendly market place took on a different aspect and 
wi th the outbreak of war in 1914 everything seemed changed. 
~arkot days still continued but with less enthusiasm, local 
con were oither called up or volunteered for the forces and 
wi th the arrival of troops, the market place bocame a parade 
ground. We had army personnel here throughout the war billeted 
in homes and various buildings. There was ~gru.ch axoi tement 
~en tho first troops arrived in late ~9l5. .These were the 
'A' Company of tho Honourable Artillery Corps. I well 
remember them arriving on horses with their equipment. 

We were daily awakened by tho sound of reveille from the 
~3rkot place at 6.30 am and it was also sounded from various 
points in the ' town. During the day, we heard IICome to the 
cook-house door" and later at sunset, the 'Last Post' • 
~ To the youngor generation who did not realise the serious
noss of war it was a thrilling sight to see the Company on 
horseback lined up for inspection on the market placJ, probably 
beforc going around the country side on manoeuvres and many a 
child was late for school in consequence. This group of 
peace-time soldiers who were called up at the outbreak of war 
wore drawn from all quarters of city life in London. Stock
brokers, sol~citors, actors, musicians and all grades of 
profossional life. It was Reepham's boast that it held a 
·'ory special regiment. These men entered into tho village 
lifo and were very welcome guests in many homes •• The officers' 
moss was at the Ollands and the N. C.O's and men ",ere in billets. 
1ho horses. were kept in various stables in the tnvn and we had 
t-,.;o, as well as our own horse, in ours. We had two sergeants 
billetod with us. One was a dentist from Hanov!r Square, 
London who by way of contrast was the Saddler Se ~geant. 

Tho other sergeant wa 3 a highly qualified en ~neer and he 
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was thG Wheeler Sergeant, so was more or less dealing with 
machinery. They invariably had their evening meal with us, 
and although the sergeants' mess was at Brewmere, they became 
part of our family. 

The very small artillery guns of the R.A.C. were kept and 
guarded on the market place. One vivid memory of the R.A.C. 
is still very much imprinted on my mind. 

It was New Year's eve. We had kept open house for most 
of the evening for coffee ~~d drinks for several of the 
officers and men with whom we had beceme friendly. There 
seemed te be a great camaraderie amongst these troops and 
various ranks mingled with each other very freely. 

Nearing midnight everyone came out of their houses and a 
huge ring was formed entirely around the market place. 
Soldiers and oivilians linked up, in rather a merry mood, and 
we all sang "Auld Lang Sync" and "Home Sweet Rome". For a 
very young teenager, taken care of by one of the sergeants of 
the household, this was, as I have already said, an unforgettable 
experience. 

If the market place could feel , it would have thrilled as it 
listened to about 150 folk of all ages , singing the Old Year out 
and the New Year in. It was with much sorm 'that we saw the 
H.A.C. depart for activo service in the spring of 1916. The 
Middlosex Yeomanry followed during the next winter, with horses, 
and the year after that the Hampshire Yeomanry arrived on 
bicyoles when, inst ead of the market place being a parade ground 
with horses, we saw bicyoles lined up for inspection instead. 
By this. time' a small Y.M. C. A. was funotioning in the King's .Arms 
Club room. A succession of regiments followed, and eaoh one 
en ered into the lifo of the village, although we did not even 
have another New Year ' s night on the market plaoe. 

During the war several of the market plaoe gentlemen were 
speciai oonstables and would bo on duty in pairs, 'Working on a 
rota system. Tho young generation beoame adept at avoiding 
thoir.rospectivo fathers, not wishing to be caught with a speoial 
army friend. 

When poaco was deolared and Reepham was again without its 
troops it neve~ seemed the same. The tone of the town had 
alterod, some men did not return, s ome were crippled, somo had 
been prisoners of war and we all felt war wcary,and in a much 
more thoughtful mood. 

Hew/ever, the old market place i t self never ch~ged and it 
returned to its peaoeful splendour and serenity a s it is today. 

'As a matter of interest, the i r onmonger's bus i ness of 
Edward Gibbs was established i n 1767 . In approxi matoly 1850, 
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Mr. Wil~iam George had t hose premises. I do not know who had 
the business previous to Mr. George unless i t ~as his mother. 
It was found in records of the early 19th century that'Mrs. 
George was a shopkeeper in Reepham, but no trade was mentioned. 
Mr. Georgo was a man who did not intend to miss a penny, and it 
is said that he would open the shop at 7 am and sit on the door
step eating his breakfast of bread and milk to avoid missing a 
customer. 

About 1875 the business oame into the hands of S.W. & W. Leeds. 
In 1888 Edward Gibbs (my father) took the business qver. He 

wanted to be a farmer as his father was before him, but at that 
time farming was at a low ebb , and ho was apprenticed to what was 
said to be the next best business, and that was, an ironmonge~ 
Hero he remained all his life, being joinod later by his son. 

The premises wero large, with many warehouses, each one 
assigned to ono section of the various goods stocked. In the 
1890's the grocer's shop adjoining became vacant, and this was 
added to the existing shop. 

Until after tho war, the shop was opened at 7.30 am open all 
day until 7 pm, on Fridays 8 pm and on Saturdays 9 pm and it was 
never closed for meals . 

The dwelling house attayhftd was 'enlarged in 1904 when two 
rooes were added one on tho first floor and the other underneath, 
with an extra staircase and pantry behind. 

The business carried a large stock in great variety including 
somo Q~usual articles, e . g . piano hinges. It was said that if a 
certain article could not be obtained elsewhere it could always 
be found at Gibbs'. 

A story with its· unconscious humour occurs to me. My 
mother often helped at the desk with bookings and cash on 
Wednesday afternoons . During the war she was chatting with a 
customer, long sinco doceased, about meat raticning. She 
romarked that as a farmer, he would have, at loast, a plentiful 
supply of eggs to supplement his ooals, to which he replied, 
"What's in a egg, two mouthfuls". 

As a child I loved tho shop and the premisos were fino for 
playing hide and seek with my friends. I could ~rite about 
tho business at great length but so many rominiscencesmight 
bo boring. ·SUfficient to say I have enjoyed writing this 
saga of Reepham market place of so many. .years ago. I have 
looked back into childish memori es and savoured again n1y. · 

childish pleasures as 'I reeember' . 
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TANNING 

. The tanning of animal hides for the production of leather was an 
important activity in the old parish of Whitwell throughout the nineteenth 

, century although the origins of the two town tanneries here seem to date 
back much farther. There is some evidence to suggest that there may have been 
a third tannery in Hackford parish at Hackford Vale .. White's Norfolk 
Directory of 1845 notes Robert Leamon of Whitwell Hall as a farmer and 
tanner and also Stephen Leeds of Whi twe 11 Green near l~hi twe 11 Common. 
These two tanneries and possibly the third in Hackford parish are all 
situated on the same small beck which runs through Hackford and Whitwell 
parishes, and supplied the quantity of water necessary for the tanning 
processes. The 1851 Census Returns list the two tanners of Whitwell, 
Robert Leamon, Tanner.employing 17 men, 1 woman, 5 boys and Farmer of 
340 acres employing 21 men and 5 boys. 

Stephen Leeds, Tanner employing 10 men and 3 boys and Farmer of 
880 acres employing 30 men, 16 boys, 3 carpenters and 1 blacksmith. 

Here follows an account of eighteenth century tanning taken from 
"The Complete Dictionary of Arts and Sciences" by the Rev . Temple Henry 
Croker, A.M. and others. MDCCLXVI. 

A.H . Ivins. 

****** 

TANNING. The preparing of skins or hides in a pit, with tan and water, 
after the hair has been first taken off by putting the skins 
into lime-water. 

Method of tanning Oxen-hides . The skin being flayed off the carcase, 
if it is intended to be kept, is salted with sea"(salt and alum, or with a 
coarse kind of saltpetre. If it is not for keep~H)g, the salting is saved, 
as being of no use but to prevent the hide from corrupting before it can be 
conveniently carried to the tan-house. Whether the hide has been salted or 
not, the tanner begins with taking off the horns, the ears, and the tail, 
after which it is thrown into a running water for about thirty hours, to 

.. wash off the blood and other impurities adhering to the inside. This done 
it is laid overnight in a lime pit, already used, whence it is taken and 
left { o drain three or four days on the edge of the pit. The first and 
slightest preparation over it is retained into a strong lime pit for two 
days, then taken out for four days more; and thus for six weeks alternatively 
it is taken out and put in twice a week. At the six weeks end it is put into 
a fresh pit, where it ,continues eight days and is then taken out for so many, 
and thus alternatively for a year or eighteen months, according to the strength 
of the leather and the weather; for in great heats they put in fresh lime twice 
a week; and in frost they sometimes do not touch them for three months. 

Every fresh lime pit they throw them into is stronger and stronger. At 
the end of four, five, or six weeks, the tanner scrapes of the hair on a 
wooden leg or horse, with a kind of knife made for that purpose. And after a 
year or eighteen months, when the hair is perfectly gone, he carries it to a 
river to wash, pares off the flesh on the leg with a kind of cutting knife, 
and rubs it briskly with a sort of whetstone, to take off any remains of flesh 
or of filth on the side of the hai r. The skin is no~ put into tan, that is, it 
is covered with tan as it is stretched in the pit, and water is let in upon it; 
~.the skin is strong five coverings of tan will be required; for a weaker three 
or four may suffice. When th e sk i n has not been kept long enough in lime, or 
in the tan pit, upon cutting It in the middle there appears a whiteish streak, 
called the horn or crudity of the skin, and it is th i s crudity that is the 
reason why the soles of shoes , boots etc . stretch so easily and take water. 
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to be dried 
When the hides are sufficiently tanned they are taken out of the pit,/by 
hanging them in the air; then the tan is cleared of f them, and they are 

'put in a place neither too dry nor too moist; they are there well 
stretched over one another with weights a-top, to keep them tight and 
strait; and in this condition are sold under the denomination of bend 
leather. This is the method of tanning bullocks or oxen hides. Cows, 
calves and horses skins are tanned much after the same manner of those 
of oxen, except that they are only kept four months in the lime pit, 
and that before they be put in the tan, there is a preparation required 
thus: cold wateris poured into a wooden vat or tub ~ wherein the skins 
are put, which are kept stirrring while some other water is warming in 
a kettle, and as soon as that water is little more than luke-warm it is 
poured gently into a vat, and upon this is cast a basket of tan; during 
which time the skins are still kept turning, that the water and tan may 
not scorch them. After an hour they are taken out and cast for a day 
into cold water, then returned to the former vat and the same water they 
had been in before and here they are left for eight days: which expired. 
they are put into the tan-pit, and three coverings of tan given them; 
the first of which lasts five weeks, the second si x, and the third two 
months. 

Phil. Trans. No. 36 

Every part of the oak-tree, of what age or growth soever, is fit 
for the tanners use, and all oaken coppice wood, of any age or size, being 
cut or procured in barking-time will tan all sorts of leather, at least as 
well as the bark alone. When this material is got at the proper season it 
must be very well dried in the sun, more that the bark alone; thence it is 
to be cut up and preserved in a covered place for use. 

/ 

When it is to be used, the greater wood must be first cleft small, 
to fit it for the beating and cutting engine; and t he smaller must be put 
into the engine as it is. Which done it must be again dried in a kiln 
and after that ground in the same manner that the tanners grind their bark. 
Such wood as is to be used presently after it is gotten, will require the 
better and the more drying upon the kiln; and, if t his is omitted, it will 
blacken and spoil all the leather it is to be used about. 

Where oak is scarce, blackthorn will tolerably well supply its 
place, and where that is not to be had in sufficient plenty, the white 
thorn will do. 

Phil. Trans . No. 108 

Birch also, being ordered in the same manner with oak, is fit for 
some uses in tanning, particularly it does very well for tanning of shoe 
sole leather. ATl these ingredients will tan much better than bark alone, 
and that with much less charge; so this discovery may very wen save the 
felling of trees .when the bark is wanted at a season when the sap is up, 
which, when it is done, causes the outsides of the -:rees to rot and grow 
wormeaten; whereas, if the trees had been felled i ll winter, when the sap 
is down, they would have been almost all heart, as ':he people express it, 
and not subject to worms. The manner of using the It/ood with the bark, in 
tanning. will also increase the value of underwoods very considerably. 

Phil. Trans. ~ I O. 105 

******************** 
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THE CIVIC TRUST 

The Reepham Society, with its current membership of over 300, is 
, among nearly a thousand local amenity groups which are negistered with the 

Civic Trust. 

The Civic Trust has been working for nearly 30 years to protect and 
improve the Real Britain, the places where people live, work and shop. It 
is an independant charity, not a government quango. Nearly a thousand local 
societies are registered with the Trust and their combined membership is 
more than quarter of a million. This national network has been built up 
with the help and support of the Civic Trust, and the challenges some of these 
societies have met and achieved are remarkable. 

Local amenity societies are not short-term protest groups nor single 
street associations, but groups which concern themselves with the local 
environment as a whole, in town and country, watching over the planning of 
rural and urban areas and carrying out improvements in co-operation with 
many other agencies and organisations. 

The Civic Trust concentrates on national issues - it was closely 
associated with the drafting of the Act which created Conservation Areas, 
giving protection for the first time to whole areas of villages, towns ,and 
cities. (There are now nearly 6,000 Conservation Areas). The Trust 
pioneered co-operative street improvement schemes and the transplanting of 
semi-mature trees; initiated research into the amount of Urban Wasteland 
available for use, thus protecting Green Belt land - another Trust concern. 
It took on the Heavy Lorry challenge 12 years ago, successfully deferring the 
introduction of the enormous 38 tonners for more than a decade. It produced 
the first national report on Bypasses - which towns had them and which need 
them most. To encourage first class development and skilful conservation it 
runs the Civic Trust Awards, which is the bigge~ scheme of its kind in the 
world. And to ensure that the next generation is· even more aware of what 
is valuable in our heritage it runs the Heritage Education Groups which work 
with schools, teachers and planners. 

The Civic Tr~st publishes a bi-monthly journal, HERITAGE OUTLOOK, which 
makes absorbing reading for those concerned with the quality of our environment. 
Recent issues have included an article on the Trust's alleged love-affair with 
Lout in Lincolnshire; an account of the origins and activities of the Ramblers' 
Association; a fascinating feature by the Chairman of the London Docklands 
Development Corporation on the redevelopment of the dockland area; details of 
some of the schemes which were successful in the Civic Trust's 1985 Award Scheme; 
accounts of how the Architectural Heritage Fund, which is administed by the Civic 
Trust, has distributed some of the .£4 million it has loaned to date; and reports 
of some of the thousand events organised by local amenity groups to celebrate 
"Environment Week '85", the first of the Trust's nationwide environment weeks 
which are intended to help people to become mote aware of their surroundings. 

The cost of an annual subscription to HERITAGE OUTLOOK is .£7 for six 
bi-monthly issues, post paid; cheques should be made payable to the Civic Trust 
and sent to The Civic Trust, 17 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AW. If you 
would like to see a copy before taking out a subscription of your own, our 
Secretary has some back copies available for loan and will be pleased to take 
one to any interested member. 

******************** 
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Rambling on ••• 
Formed fifty years ago to fight . 
for access to, and the conser
vation of, the countryside, 
the Ramblers' Association 
is now more popular than 
ever, and ready to stride 
confidently into the future. 
Tony JUdous reports 

Rambling again? Yes, but not my 
dictionary's definition 4 "(of speech) to 
lack organisation"; rather de finition 5 "a 
leisurely stroll, esp. in the countryside". 
That is what the Ramblers' Association 
has been concerned with now for 50 
years. It fights for access to , and the 
conservation of, the countryside; but its 
members and local groups also take part 
in those leisurely (sometimes not so 
leisurely) country strolls. Rambling, says 
national secretary Alan Mattingly, is "for 
pleasure, recreation and relaxation." 

The Ramblers' Association came into 
being as a national organisation under 
that title on I January 1935, but the 
movement it represents goes back much 
further. Footpaths societies started in 
York in 1824 and Manchester in 1826. 
With increasing urbanisation, towns
people felt a longing to get out into open 
country for clean air and refreshment of 
the spirit. The Peak and Northern 
Footpaths Society which still flourishes 
claims lineal descent from the 
Manchester society 

In the late 19th century came another 
burst of interest with the establishment of 
such groups as the Forest Ramblers, 
established in Epping in 1884; then 
rambling clubs began to pool their 
resources and lobbying power in 
federations - the Southern Federation in 
1905, closely followed by others in 
Manchester and Sheffield . They strove to 
keep foothpaths operi for recreation 
when farmers and landowners would 
have preferred to see them extinguished; 
in the north they lobbied. for access to 
moorlands regarded by their owners as 
private game reserves. They drew closer 
together in the early 1930s in a National 
Council of Ramblers Federations ; then in 
1935 consolidated this into the Ramblers' 
Association. 

And that today must be counted one of 
the most successful and fastest growing 
recreational and amenity organisations. It 
cP~rated its 50th anniversary by 
enrolling its 5O,000th member. and by 
November had 14% more members than 
at the beginning of this jubilee year. Six 
years ago there were only 32,000 
members. The present 50,000 is in 
addition to the members of 560 affiliated 

societies and groups who togethel 
number another 75,000 or so A 
formidable lobby 

The M's work (as distinct from the 
pleasure of walking together) has two 
complementary sides: defensive and 
creative On the creative side It has 
campaigned successfully for a whole 
series of long distance routes, of which 
the Pennine Way was the first, and the 
North Norfolk Way and Peddars Way, 
with luck to be formally opened next 
year, are the latest. They range from 
routes officially designated by the 
Countryside Commission such as the 
Pennine and South Downs Ways, through 
semi-official routes like the Dales Way 
and the Wealdway (from Gravesend to 
Eastboume) to others which are little 
more than descriptions of walks 

The latest Countryside Commission's 
survey on recreation confinned "trips 
to the countryside as the most popular 
activity after gardening and showed 
walking in the country to be more popu
lar than any organised sport" 

individuals have done by stitchIng 
together existing public paths. For some 
of them, like the London Countryway. 
you would, says Mattingly, need a largish 
scale Ordnance Survey map to pick your 
way along them. 

At the local level, many of the 250 local 
groups to which M members belong do 
much practical work in clearing, 
improving and waymarking public paths. 
Its East Berkshire Group is a good 
example of this. In principle. it is the Job 
of local authorities to waymark iIld 
maintain paths; in practice budgets are 
usually tiny, and they do only what the 
I" w requires - signpost the path whe e it 
leaves the public road - and not wha' the 
law allows- effective waymarking aJ mg 
it whole course. So local groups stel m. 
I: East Berkshire's case they actt illy 
e ect stiles (provided as kits by 
E lrkshire County Council) and bull, or 
r pair bridges where necessary. 'he 
c ,unty supplies materials; the volunt, ers 
d) the work. 
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Whtle the RA knows that well-orgarused 
volunteer work to conserve and Improve 
paths IS good not only for walkers but 
calculated to evoke positive response 
from landowners. It also knows thaI 1I1 

some cases you have to fight and fighl. 
hard Oilseed rape IS tmpopular with. 
ramblers not Just for Its bright yellow 
colour but because. growing across d 

path, It is a dense and heavy crop and 
virtually impossible to walk through. 

In March the M's vice-chairmaIl ChIts 
Hall, who is editor of the Burford based 
CountrymaIl magazine on the RA's behaJf 
successfully prosecuted a farmer fOI 

planting this crop across a nght of way 
last year The law requires a farmer Ie 

reinstate a path through crops. but i~ 

widely ignored. In this case failure to do 
so resulted In a £ 100 fine and awa , r1 of 
£500 costs In 1985 the farmer has kept 
the path clear 

Another successful battle recently was at 
Luddesdown m Kent. where the threat 
was not from oilseed rape but the Britisl"t 
Army Moving m to support a local action 
group. the M took a leading role 1I1 

fighting a public inquiry mto the 
proposed use of arable farmland in the 
Green Belt for battle training purposes It 
did so with the greater determination 
because this putative battleground IS 
crossed by the Weald Way long distance 
path. By the time of the mquiry the 
Ministry of Defence antiCipating, says 
Mattingly. the kind of rubber stamp 
decision they appear to have had in the 
past had already bought Court and 
Brooker's Farm at Luddesdown high 
above the Medway Valley five miles 
south of Gravesend. 

But the town plarmer who preSided as 
inspector over the two-day inquiry took a 
more robust and independent view f-IIS 

conclusion, with its references to the 
movement of troops to and from the sIte" 
having "a substantial impact on traffic in 
the locality" and the noise generated 
causing "intrusion" can broadly be 
summed up as mearung that Ken' ist 
fields, woodlands and :larrow lanes .iIe 
no place for mechanised aJ mv 
manoeuvres and would have made ".ife 
very unpleasant for residents nd 
ramblers alike. The Secretary of Site 



agreed, endorsed his recommendation to 
send the army packing, and the MOD had 
to put the laitd on the market again. It has 
been bought by a committed conser
vationiSt, a wealthy Scandinavian 
businessman who was the chairman of the 
local action group. 

Though the attitudes of farmers and 
landowners towards walkers has 
improved over recent years - the 
Country Landowners Association, 
particularly, has been encouraging its 
members to waymark and look after" 
public paths so as to ~e 
inadvertent trespass and evoke a positive 
response from walkers - there are still 
too many who see the walker as an 
intruder to be discouraged and, 
sometimes, ejected . 

In recent years the assoclatlon has 
tended to take a broader view on 
countryside issues, looking past the nitty 
gritty of particular rights of way to 
conservation of the countryside for 
recreation. It is a redoubtable 
campaigner against what it regards as 
ugly and innappropriate afforestation, 
particularly conifers; it joined in the 
(unsuccessful) fight against the 
"improvement" of the A66 through the 
Lake District's heartland; and the 
(successful) fight against the spoiling of 
Wastwater and Ennerdale Water to 
provide a cheap additional water supply 
to British Nuclear Fuels' installations at 
Sellafield. 

When compared with the resources of 
the National Farmers Union or the 
Country Landowners, the Ramblers 
Association's headquarters organisation 
at Vauxhall looks small and under
resourced. But in comparison with the 
one man show run for years by its first 
full-time -.:retary Tom Stephenson (still 
active at 80), today's national office is 
relatively well-founded and can mount 

very professional campaigns and well 
_researched cases at public inquiries . 
like Alan Mattingly's on behalf of the 
Luddesdown local groups. 

The association now has 17 paid staff 
supported by a subscription income of 
about £160,000, by the proceeds of its 
trading subsidiary RA Services Ltd .. 
whose profits go into a charitable trust; 
and grants from the Countryside 
Commission and the Sports Council. That 
body's increasing concern for "informal" 
recreation may well have been 
influenced by the Commission's regular 
recreational surveys, the latest of which 
confirmed trips to the countryside as the 
most popular activity after gardening and 
showed walking in the country as a more 
popular activity than any organised sport 

For their basic subscription of £8 a year. 
RA members receive or can call on a 
range of services. They get automatically 
the association's quarterly magazine 
Rucksack and its annual Bed & Breakfast 
Guide; they can hire Ordnance Survey 
maps at nominal charges, and take part in 
the activities of local groups. Members 
and non-members can also join walking 
holidays organised by Ramblers Associa· 
tion Services in terrains as varied as the 
Cotswolds and the Alps and Pyrennes. 

The association produces a range of 
publications. and sells a selection of 
those produced by others. Its fact sheets 
are an invaluable start for anyo--f)lanned 
walking holiday In Britain. setting out 
contacts, available maps and guides, and 
map coverage .. 

Mattingly. who became national 
secretary 12 years ago at the age of 24 
after a spell as an energy forecaster with 
the Coal Board, is answerable to two 
representative controlling bodies. the 
200-member National Council, repre
senting 45 areas and meeting once a year 

to decide broad policy; and the Nauonai 
Executive. with some 17 members. 
meeting half a dozen times a year at 
weekends and giving the paid staff their 
instructions Mattingly's chairman IS Hull 
University lecturer David Rubinstein. the 
current president. In succeSSIOfl to 
Labour politiCian Lord Melchett, IS the 1'V 
entertainer Mike Harding Harding who 
was drawn in after meeting Tom 
Stephenson while making a radio 
programme on the Pennine Way has 
proved a great asset. He IS ever ·ready to 
turn out in walking kit to maugurate paths 
or give a publicity boost to RA a<-1ivities; 
but he surpri.ses many people by the 
seriousness of hIS concern for rambling 

Harding It was who kicked off the big 
event 9f the RA's 50th azmiversary veal 
the 2,000 mile Jubilee Walk. This stitched 
together sections of 20 different official. 
semi-official and unofficial long distance 
paths, and broke the 2,000 miles down 
Into 181 manageable sections mostly of 
between 9 and 15 miles length. covered 
In succession over a six month 
programme from April to 27 
September 

Opposite page: Mike Harding. president of the Ramblers' Association, starting their 50th annivezsary Jubilee Walk in Egham. Below left: A group 01 

ramblers who took on the jubilee Walk. Below right: The Sheffield Ramblers branch getting co grips with some conservation work 



REEPHAM N.F.U. MEETING 

Yes Reepham has been honoured 
That's what the Chairman said! 
By two M.P.s who came to please 
An industry near dead. 
This industry as all well know 
Is in a sorry plight 
So and Sir ----
Came down to put it right. 
They talked as all the M.P.s can 
Of barley, beer, and beet, 
And said that they the rot would stay 
And put them on their feet. 
The farmers cheered and said Here! Here! 
These chaps the tale can tell, 
And though their heads were in the air, 
Their feet were still in Hell. 
They cheered again with loud Here! Here! 
We shall soon sell our barley, 
With Jimmy Wright in for the fight 
And his right hand man named Charlie. 
Barley and beer begin with "Bs" 
One cheap the other dear, 
And like M.P.s say things to please 
Talk's cheap, but not so beer. 
They promise this, they promise that 
Life a cloud without the rain, 
And promise you great things to do 
If you send them back again. 
This job ;s just another stunt ,. 
Before the next Election 
They come to Town your thoughts to drown 
And save you from dejection. 
If all the things they told of old 
Were put in circulation, 
The Reepham Hall wouldn't hold them all, 
There would be such consternation. 
But let me say there'll come a day 
Or I shall be surprised, 
When all the land is contraband 
And all things nationalised. 
Farmers will know what crops to grow 
With orders straight from Whitehall, 
No need to say which best will pay 
Agriculture, Beer or Football. 
A Board for Milk, and Beef, and Beet 
A Board for Wheat and Barley, 
With Boards enough to make a seat 
For Jimmy Wright and Charlie. 
Yes Reepham has been honoured 
Just as the Chairman said, 
By two M.P.s who came to tease 
An Industry now dead. 

******************** 
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