
Description of a long case clock made by James Shreeve Woolmer (1789-1879)

    

Courtesy of Holt Antique Furniture

The 12" dial is decorated with swans to the arch with cornucopia spandrels,
arabic numerals, subsidiary seconds and date aperture. 

The original four pillar 8-day movement has an hourly strike on a bell. 

James Shreeve Woolmer was a clockmaker and auctioneer who spent most of his life in Reepham, 
Norfolk.  He was born in Yarmouth in 1789, married Marianne Hunt, fathered 9 children, and 
passed away on 17th November 1879.  He is recorded as a "watchmaker and auctioneer" in 
William White's Directory of 1854 entitled "White's History, Gazetteer and Directory of Norfolk and
the City of Norwich."

Biographical Details of the Woolmer family
1789 Birth & Baptism in Great Yarmouth : son of Robert Woolmer & Rachel Shreeve

Source Citation  Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England; 
Norfolk Church of England Registers; Reference: PD 28/17
Source Information  Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1535-1812

1803 Apprenticed to Abraham Hunt : Clockmaker : Abraham was James' future father-in-law

Source Citation  The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England; 
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 71
Source Information  Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811 

1814 John Symonds retires from business & 
hands over his trade to James Woolmer

Norfolk Chronicle 08 January 1814

A delightful early 19th Century English
antique oak long case clock, the

painted dial bearing the name of "J S
Woolmer, Reepham". 

The case comprises an arched hood
over three-quarter columns to a

moulded throat and long arched trunk
door supported on a plinth base. The
front is beautifully inlaid throughout
with floral marquetry, green man and

neoclassical urn.



1815 Marriage to Marianne Hunt by licence : St. Nicholas, Great Yarmouth 

Source  Find My Past : Image copyright and served from FamilySearch.org

1816 Baptism of their eldest son Alfred was registered in Hackford Church on December 22nd.

He was the eldest of nine children.
Unusually Alfred was also received into the church aged 16 in Stroud, Gloucestershire, in 1833.

Alfred died in 1838 age 22 and was buried in Hackford.

1816   A year after John Symonds' death no
heir seems to have been found and there are
still outstanding bills.

Norfolk Chronicle 17 February 1816



1817  A reminder that many houses in the      
Market Place were tenanted. 

Norfolk Chronicle 17 May 1817

Besides his clock & watchmaking business
James Woolmer was also an auctioneer&
valuer, an emigration agent and a fire
insurance agent.

1830 Auctioneer etc as well as 
watch/clock maker

from Pigot's Directory of 1830

Many advertisements appear for auctions in the area,
local ones were held in the Kings Arms or the Sun Inn, or
in a field as the Kerdiston example shows. Not all
auctions he led were in Reepham, others were held in
Cawston and Aylsham. Woolmer's autioneering activity
had diminished by the end of the 1840s.

Norfolk Chronicle 2 October 1841

Auctions of the estates & property of George Wymer
and Henry Rodham.

Norfolk Chronicle 20 September 1845

Norfolk Chronicle 17 August 1839



An agent for Charles Galindo of Liverpool,
 to supply information & a secured passage 
for people wishing to emigrate to Canada.
Costs : Adult £2.15s.

Child £1.7s.6d

1869  Birthday Event

Norfolk News 20 March 1869

A memory from Harry Hawes

"Mr. Woolmer wore a tall hat and black frock coat. Every night at about 
four o'clock you could see him on his way to the church to wind up the 
clock. One of the weights was made of iron the other was made of lead. 
Each was suspended on 15 or 16 feet of rope. They each worked up and 
down a long box. One day the ratchet of one of the weights got out of 
repair. The crank knocked the poor old man and hurt him.
My mother with my help did the clock winding for a few months.
I remember seeing one of the brass weights the date 1760." 

 Secretary of the Reepham Association for 
Prosecuting Thieves etc.



1879    James Woolmer's Death Announcement

Mrs. Marianne Woolmer

By 1845 Whites Directory Marianne was running a 'Young Ladies Seminary' in the Market Place, 
according to Harry Hawes the school occupied the fishmonger's shop. Harry's mother Elizabeth 
had been a pupil.
"Mrs Woolmers school for girls only one well known scholar was the Writers mother Elizabeth Ann

Watson now occupied by Mr. Wrights fish shop the market place."

Tracing back through the censuses it seems that this (in the 1950s) was the building now occupied 
by Diane's Pantry. In the early 20th century it was the premises of at least two butchers - W. J. 
Utting from about 1923 and before that by Richard Watts Austin.

    Norfolk News 16 January 1864 Norfolk News 15 July 1865
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