Description of a long case clock made by James Shreeve Woolmer (1789-1879)

A delightful early 19th Century English
antique oak long case clock, the
painted dial bearing the name of "J S
Woolmer, Reepham".

The case comprises an arched hood
over three-quarter columns to a
moulded throat and long arched trunk
door supported on a plinth base. The
front is beautifully inlaid throughout
with floral marquetry, green man and
neoclassical urn.

Courtesy of Holt Antique Furniture

The 12" dial is decorated with swans to the arch with cornucopia spandrels,
arabic numerals, subsidiary seconds and date aperture.
The original four pillar 8-day movement has an hourly strike on a bell.

James Shreeve Woolmer was a clockmaker and auctioneer who spent most of his life in Reepham,
Norfolk. He was born in Yarmouth in 1789, married Marianne Hunt, fathered 9 children, and
passed away on 17th November 1879. He is recorded as a "watchmaker and auctioneer" in
William White's Directory of 1854 entitled "White's History, Gazetteer and Directory of Norfolk and
the City of Norwich."

Biographical Details of the Woolmer family

1789 Birth & Baptism in Great Yarmouth : son of Robert Woolmer & Rachel Shreeve

CONERF; 6/ v[LHM_, AW ]
9.9%/ e \//Lw(-é/(wfmu {%/mg w/z <. I «/M/f ;/.“"

AM . ot a1

Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwzch, Norfolk, England,
Norfolk Church of England Registers; Reference: PD 28/17
Source Information Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1535-1812

1803 Apprenticed to Abraham Hunt : Clockmaker : Abraham was James' future father-in-law
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Source Citation The National Archives of the UK (TNA),; Kew, Surrey, England;
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 71
Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811
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1815 Marriage to Marianne Hunt by licence

. St.

Nicholas, Great Yarmouth

Source Find My Past : Image copyright and served from FamilySearch.org

1816 Baptism of their eldest son Alfred was registered in Hackford Church on December 22nd.
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He was the eldest of nine children.
Unusually Alfred was also received into the church aged 16 in Stroud, Gloucestershire, in 1833.
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Alfred died in 1838 age 22 and was buried in Hackford.
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1816 A year after John Symonds' death no
heir seems to have been found and there are
still outstanding bills.

Norfolk Chronicle 17 February 1816
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1817 A reminder that many houses in the

Market Place were tenanted. An cacellent b‘ituﬁﬂilh a B AICHNARLE.

Norfolk Chronicle 17 May 1817
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Many advertisements appear for auctions in the area,
local ones were held in the Kings Arms or the Sun Inn, or
in a field as the Kerdiston example shows. Not all
auctions he led were in Reepham, others were held in
Cawston and Aylsham. Woolmer's autioneering activity
had diminished by the end of the 1840s.
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Auctions of the estates & property of George Wymer
and Henry Rodham.
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' Arms Inn,
Jaly 93, , at One
MEMBER
W. Bircliam, Esq.
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Mr.S, Bircham — Wm., Pratt
—— W. Bircham, jon. |} ——DM. Austin
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M. BIRCH Jun. Treasarer.
: d-8. WOOLMER, Secretary.

Secretary of the Reepham Association for
Prosecuting Thieves etc.

EMIGRATION.
Employment for Agriculturists and Labourers in Upper Canada.
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[[JPERSONS desirous of proceeding to Canada, may obtain
.. every information, and secure their passages in first class

British Vessels, coppered, and copper fastened, on application to

the undermentioned county agents :

Bedfordshire, Mr. Thomas Morris, Leighton Buzzard.

Berkshire, Mr. Frederick Cowslade, Mercury Office, Reading.

Buckinghamshire, Mr. Henry Bradford, Thame, Oxon.

Cambridge, Mr. James S. Woolmer, Reepham.

Essex, Mr. Geo. Wakeling, Colchester.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE, Mr. John Brivender, Cirencester.

Hampshire, Mr. Henry Cordery, Longstock, near Stockbridee.

An agent for Charles Galindo of Liverpool,
to supply information & a secured passage
for people wishing to emigrate to Canada.
Costs : Adult £2.15s.

Child £1.7s.6d

HEREFORDSHIRE, Mr, James Lodwidge, Hoarwithy, near
Hereford.

Kent, Mr. Edward Pearce, Ramsgate.

Leicester, Mr. Geo. Eaglesfield, Leicester.

Lincoln, Mr. Jas. Babinzton, Hoincastle.

MONMOUTH, Mr. J. Lodwidge, Hoarwithy, pear Hereford.

Northamptonshire, Mr. W. E. Boyes, Alkerton, near Banbury.

Norwich, Mr. Jas, 8. Wolmer, leepham.

Oxford, Mr. W, E. Boyes, Alkerton, near Banbury.

Shropshire, Mr. John Stowers, Maltster, Bridgenorth,

SOUTH WALES, Mr. Edw. Powell, Engineer, Brecon.

SOMERSETSHIRE, Mr. Johe Bravender, Cirencester.

Stafford, Mr. John Stowers, Ma tster, Bridgenorth.

Sussex, Mr. Henry Cordery, Longstock, near Stockbridge.

Suwiry, Mr. Fred. Cowslade, Mercury Office, Reading.

Suffolk, Mr. George Wakeling, Colchester.

Warwick, Mr. John Gibbert, Bedworth, near Coventry.

Worcester, Mr. James Stowers, Maltster, Bridgenorth.

Wiltshire, Mr. John Bravender, Cirencester.

To CHARLES GALINDO, LIVERPOGL;

Or to any other of his agents for England, Ireland, or Scotland,

T'he passage money, for Adults, to Quebec, is £2. 155, if in
' companies of not less than tweuty persons. Al! Children under
| 14 years, £1.7s 6d. Every accommodation and assistance will
be 1endered.

Through either of the above, passage may be secured on low
terms to any other part of the world.

All letters must be post paid.

1869 Birthday Event

Norfolk News 20 March 1869
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A memory from Harry Hawes

"Mr. Woolmer wore a tall hat and black frock coat. Every night at about
four o'clock you could see him on his way to the church to wind up the
clock. One of the weights was made of iron the other was made of lead.
Each was suspended on 15 or 16 feet of rope. They each worked up and
down a long box. One day the ratchet of one of the weights got out of
repair. The crank knocked the poor old man and hurt him.

My mother with my help did the clock winding for a few months.

I remember seeing one of the brass weights the date 1760."




1879 James Woolmer's Death Announcement

last by the Reep

REEPHAM.
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Hackiord and Whitwell Church bells on 34

Mrs. Marianne Woolmer

By 1845 Whites Directory Marianne was running a 'Young Ladies Seminary' in the Market Place,
according to Harry Hawes the school occupied the fishmonger's shop. Harry's mother Elizabeth

had been a pupil.

"Mrs Woolmers school for girls only one well known scholar was the Writers mother Elizabeth Ann

Watson now occupied by Mr. Wrights fish shop the market place."

Tracing back through the censuses it seems that this (in the 1950s) was the building now occupied

by Diane's Pantry. In the early 20th century it was the premises of at least two butchers - W. J.
Utting from about 1923 and before that by Richard Watts Austin.
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