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OCTOBER 1984 

Dear Member, 

We have in the past 12 months or so been slightly erratic in 
the issue of our news l ~ tter, it is not an easy task to produce 
informative reports and comment on items on a regular basis and 
past editors of the n. wsletter will well appreciate the problems 
involved and will probably afford a wry smile when I comment that 
as a new editor, I hQpe to return the newsletter to a regular 3 
monthly issue commenc i ng with the above month. 

Over two hundred newsletters will have to be printed and distdbuted 
each quarter, and I do not expect for a moment to be able to include 
items that will interest all our members. Whilst I have accepted the 
post of editor, I have no intention of doing all the work, there are 
Committee members who have had many more years' experience of the wo r k 
of the Society than I have, and the many members who have a much 
greater knowledge of Reepham and it's history, will I hope contribute 
to future issues. 

I would like to be able to draw on this experience and knowledge 
and would hope that this could be put into words with members 
contributing articles, letters and comments (critical or otherwise) . 
You may have an idea of something which you feel should be included 
but you may not have the time or the local knowledge to produce it. 
If any member has a desire to contribute or an idea which they feel 
could be developed into something of local interest, then please get 
in touch with me, please telephone 870936 or call in and see me at 
"Middlemarch", Broomhill Lane, Reepham. 

Michael Black. 



After introducing myself, obviously the next step is to give a 
welcome to our new members, not as many as were listed in the last 
issue, but the summer months do not seem the best time to recruit new 
ones. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richetts Worlds End 
Mr . and Mrs. Devlin Whitwell Road 
Mr. and Mrs. Raffel Moor House Close 

1984 Programme - Past and Future Events 

Barn Dance 

This was held in the Town Hall in late June and whilst it was a qualified 
success from the enjoyment aspect, the_ expenditure did outweigh the income by 
£33. The number who attended was lower than expected, and whilst this is not 
an event run by the Society specifically as a fund raiser, the feasibility of 
hav ing a dance next year will be discussed in some detail when the 1985 
programme is planned later this year. 

It was suggested that a major cause for the small attendance was the 
l ac k of a barn in which to hold the dance . Unfortunately there are very few 
barns , and certainly not one in the Reepham area that can be found , that meets 
the sta t utory requirements particularly relating to the fire regula t ions . If 
somewhere in the area a barn is available. then we would be interested in 
heari ng about it. 

Eveni ng Visit to Booton Hall 

About 50 membe rs and friends went for a visit on Thursday . 12th July. 
We were not di sappointed, in fact many members were more than surpr ised at 
how enj oyable the vi sit turned out to be . 

We were shown the outside of the house , as ked to appreciate the 
surrounding park land , wandered around the walled garden and then finished 
the outside with a tou r of the farm build i ngs. Our grateful thanks for the 
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explanations of the exterior given by Russell Vincent and whilst many 
more members now know what a "ha ha" ie, " ,; d does, 11m sure they will also 
remember the swarms of flies which decided to visit the grounds the same 
time as lie did. 

Whilst the outside proved interesting, the interior of the house 
was the highspot of the visit. not a conducted tour of a fascinating set 
of rooms. but a short introduction in the main sitting room and then we 
were allowed to roam at will. Through all the rooms, big and small, private 
and otherwise and provided we did not venture into the attics (which were 
somewhat unsafe) and provided we ended up in the kitchen for coffee and 
biscuits at about 9.p.m., the house was ours for an hour or so. Members 
who were unable to attend this evening did indeed miss something special, 
and although we never saw the ghost which is supposed to visit one particu' ar 
bedroom there is not a great dea 1 within the house that was not seen. Ollr 
grateful thanks indeed to Mr. Tom Sawyer who let us have the freedom of hi: 
house and grounds for this evening, someone who was not concerned that we 
should see everything. "warts and all". 

P.S. Perhaps the ~ommittee should have another try at arranging a visit to 
Salle Hall and Par~ . M 

Talk on Three Local Churches 

A well attended meeting was held at The Old Brewery House on Thursday. 
27th September, when we were given three interesting talks on the Churches of 
Reepham, Salle and Booton. The descriptions of the former two churches being 
illustrated by some excellent slides, perhaps this is the main reason for 
fewer people turning up to view the churches on a "site visit" on the following 
Sunday, 30th September. 

We are indeed grateful to the three speakers, Mr. Neil Batcock - St. 
Mary's Church, Reepham, Mr. David Rosenthal - St. Peter and Paul, Salle, and 
to Mr. Rodney Mason - St. Michael's Church Booton. There could be no greater 
contrast between three churches. Reepham dates from the early 11th century 
but no details of its founding or early restoration and alterations have come 
down. Booton is the Victorian Gothic folly of a wealthy 19th century parson. 
Salle, a minor cathedral, was built all-of-a-piece by the efforts of four 
wealthy families in the first half of the 15th century. 



I am in the possession of three fine descriptions of these churches 

and as it would not be in the readers' interest for me to condense them into 
reasonably short pieces to fit into this newsletter issue, I shall therefore, 
print a description of each church in this and the following two newsletters -
something for those of you with an interest in items local ly ecclesiastica l 

to look forward to. 

The problem was what to include first and then second and third. The 
present parlous state of St. Michael's, Booton, and the fact that it needs 
all the help and publicity it can get, meant this had to be included in this 
issue. Reepham Church will be featured in January, and Salle in April, 
(Reepham came second because that's the Church I was married in!). 

St. Michael's, Booton 

There has been a church on the site at Booton since the 14th century. 
The fabric of the original church was not of any great interest in an 
architectural sense. The nave was perpendicular in style and the chancel 

was of an earlier date. The windows were filled with stained glass and 
depicted donors of the church with their coats of arms. The original roof 
decayed and was replaced with one created bya churchwarden. Unfortunately 
this work cost the church its four bells, they were sold to cover the cost 
of the new roof. Various changes to the churcl' during the five hundred 
years to the mid 19th century and general decay and lack of attention had 
left the church in an extremely sorry state of repair. 
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Whitwell Elwin had been rector of Booton for a number of years 
when in the1870 ' s he began at his own expense a complete rebuilding 

of his delapidated church. Whitwell Elwin was an amazing man 
with an output of writing, so prodigous that the letterbox still 

to be seen in the. boundary wall of the church was put there as he 
produced so much post. He was editor of the "Quarterly Review" for 
seven years and was a fri end of the author Wi 11 i am ~1akepeace Thackery. 

Whitwell Elwin had initially built himself a fine rectory, which 
stands next to the church, his son persuaded him that since a fine 

. rectory could not stand next to such a ruin as the church, he should 
extend the architectural skills he had just used and build another 
church. 

The Rector was not trained as an architect or a draughtsman, but 
he became one through trial, ·error and constant alteration during the 20 
years or so it took to complete the church. He depended on a well stocked 
architectural library, many details of which he had collected from his tour 

of churches and cathedrals throughout this country and France. 

If the church is to be given a style then it is basically Early 
English but jackdawlike he stole designs from other buildinss ~ear and 

far. 

The nave was copied from a Warwickshire church, the west window 
from St. Stephens chapel, Westminster, the north door from Burgh-next
Aylsham. Most of the workmen used were employed from local unskilled 

available labour and they and Whitwell Elwin proceeded to build by trial 
and error, with many amendments, for 24 years. 

The slim twin, diagonally placed towers, so striking when seen in 
the distance over the trees, and possibly inspired by those of Milan 
Cathedral, had to be re-erected on the stronger foundations. 

The walls were constructed of knapped flint and Bath stone. All 
the pinnacles and florid decoration were unfortunately of this soft stone, 
presumably chosen by Elwin for ease of carving by his workmen. 
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In the nave the glass of the windows, with greens and blues 
predominating, represents on the north side female saints and 

attendant angels, and on the south side angels with musical 
instruments. 

The Church is dedicated to Saint Michael, the armed Angel of 

Light who strikes down the dragon of evil . So he is represented in 
a niche over the north door, standing on a dragon headed serpent, 
resheathing his sword in its scabbard, triumphant. 

The angel theme is continued in the chancel, where the windows 
depict angel stories from the scriptures, and huge wooden angels with 
upswept wings launch themselves from the hammer-beams. 

Above the chancel arch there is an enormous rounded triangle of 
a window, lighting nothing and giving no light. 

Whitwell Elwin wanted to build a church which would influence 
everyone that entered into it that they were in the house of God, the 
house of prayer. He said he wanted to build a church that "would 
withstand an earthquake ll

, unfortunately the soft stone, which he found 
easier to use, and the passing of the 20th century has deteriorated the 
church at an alarming rate. 

The parish is now faced with a similar task and an appeal for 
money to repair the worst of the deterioration needs to raise £28,000 by 
the end of the year. Total restoration will cost about £300,000. It is 
indeed sad that the church has recently been closed due to the danger of 
falling masonry, and that the House of God can only now be entered at the 

visitorls own risk. 

The late Sir John Betjeman, a great champion of Victorian Gothic 
(and all things Victorian) became a patron of the restoration appeal, 
stating of St. Michae l IS "There never was so strange an upheaval on the 

Norfolk l andscape as that which caused the stones of Booton Church to be 
placed one on top of the other until they reached the sky. Such a chapel 
as Booton will never be built again, long may it dominate the East Anglian 
scene. 

Long, indeed , may it dominate our local scene, if you can help with 

the appeal, please do so . 
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Bast Daily Press 
Lights: 19.11-06.22 Bright spells 

~~============~------------
FRIDAY, ~EPTEMBER 28, 1984 

Urgent plea to 
save church 

A CRUMBLING Norfolk very proud of. There is great 
church will close unless opposition to its closure." 

£7~OO can be raised in a . The church stands on the site of 
the original churCh . dating 

yea to save it. back to the Domesday Book. 
A war in& ~ign has been erected and incorporates some of the 

outside the church of St. original features. 
Michael and All Angels. Mr. Stallard said: "Anyone wish-
Booton. near Reepham. ing to contribute to the Booton 
because of falling masonry. church appeal fund should 

The rector. the Rev . Michael contact the treasurer. Mrs. M. 
Stallard. said yesterday that ....... ~E~.~H:.:.!!RIu l:.:i n:.:;s::. • .:.,;N:,:;0:.:,rw=.::,ic.:Jh..l:,:7."".. .... '_·-J 
the church would close if 
£75.000 could not be raised in -~==--=~,...--------------------------------..---"'t 
a year. An appeltj fund has 
been launched. )41 

A total of £300.000 is needed for 
a complete renovation of the 
church. which was rebuilt in 
the late 19th century. . 

"Despite the warning signs we 
still get people coming in to 
see the church." he said. "Also 
three to four hardy villagers 
brave the danger each week to 
take High Mass every Sunday 
morning." 

Many people visit the church 
because of its architecture. 
which dates back to the 18705. 
when the rector. the Rev. 
Whitwell Elwyn. decided to 
rebuild parts of the original 
structure. 

Styles 
He travelled to many churches 

and cathedrals in England and 
France and his design was 
based on styles he had seen. 

Mr. Stallard said: "We believe 
that sections of the church 
were based upon the styles 
seen by the rector at Notre 
Dame. It is a very individual 
church. which. villagers art' 

' " . . --' 

The Rev. M I c h a e I Stallard with a piece of 
his crumbling chulCh at Booton. 



Thursday 22nd November 1984 

I 1m sure many members will remember the excellent talk given by 

Mr. Wesley Piercey in September 1983 on the subject of Reepham Past, this 

is a subject dear to the heart of the narrator and we have acquired his 

services again. A talk entitled "Old Reepham Continued" will be given by 

him at The Old Brewery House Hotel on the above date . I am unsure whether 

the talk will commence at 7.30 pm or 8. p.m. so would members please check 
the Society Notice Board situated just to the right inside the main door 

of the Bircham Institute. 

An evening not to be missed by anyone who has even the mildest interest 

in the hi story of our town. 

1985 PY'ogramme 

Details will shortly be offered and considered by the Committee for 

the Soci ety I s programme for next year. T hope that ali ~t of events can be 

included in the next newsletter. 

If yo u have any particular ideas that you feel could be included, 

then we would like to hear from you. 

The Reepham Society - Post Cards 

A year or two ago the Society decided to issue as postcards four of 

the photographs (of Reepham past) from within the large collection that 

they hold. 

The original choice printed in black and white proved very popular, 

not just to visitors to the town, but also to many people in the town who 

bought them to send not only to friends and relatives, but to keep as a 
reminder of the times past. The cards proved to be popul ar to the extent 

that most were sold and the Soc iety contemplated another issue. A number 

of photographs (there was to be a new set not a re-issue of the others), 

were considered and eventually it was agreed t hat six would be printed. 

It was felt that they would be more effective if printed in sepia, but 
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judge this effect for yourselves as the cards are now available at 

lOp each, from a number of businesses in the town including The Chimes 

and ' the Fast Bat Press (both in the Market Place), Ardan Hair Fashions 

' in the Back Street, and the Cottage Gallery, Booton. 

A reasonable number of the postcards have been printed but obviously 

interest will be stimulated by this new issue and there is little doubt that 

many will be bought not just as souvenirs but to add to collections or to be 

framed or mounted, there will be a demand so if you wish to purchase a set, 

don't leave it too late! 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The latest set printed consists of:

The Saddlers Shop 

Reepham Market Place South 

Reepham Market Place West 

Reepham Church Street 

Togo Eglington with Traction Engine and Plough 

The Ollands (Built 1932 Demolished 1972) 

circa 1912 

" 
" 

1900 

1900 

1900 

1914 

- to those of you who are unsure this last one shows the house 

which formerly occupied and dominated the area now covered by 

the Ollands Park development. It has nothing to do with 

"shrouds and nightingales" and we sincerely hope that the house 

used for the television series does not suffer the same fate. 

If any of our members are stirred to buy the second set and would 

also like to obtain the first set, some are still available in the shops. 

I would venture to suggest that you ask at The Pos t Office counter at 

Johnsons, as I know Mr. Johnson still has quite a few sets available. 

Whilst I would in no way wish to be accused of inflaming interest 

in collectable items, l t must be remembered that original post cards of 

local places (from 1900 onwards ) are items of memorabilia that now change 

hands at l ocal auctions and fairs for many pounds. 

The Society, as I mentioned earlier. has an extensive collection of 

photographs, and when thlS current set is sold out I' ve no doubt that 

consideration will be given to another issue. These photographs remind us 

of a time past, a ti me which to our memory and reflection always seemed 

brighter and somehow more idyllic , when life was taken at a slower easier 

pace. 
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11m sure that to those people whose faces look at us from these 

postcards, life today would be pleasurable in comparison. Whilst 
many of us today would envy the traction engine and machinery used 
by Togo Eglington, lim sure he would be more than envious to be the 

owner of one of today's machines now ploughing the fields he knew so 
we 11 . 
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SATURDAY. AUGUST 18, 1984 

Renovations 
WIn , award 

! FoW' renovated cottqes in ReepbanI have won the firsl 
· award pveft by the Reepham Society for improyemenlJ 10 

; the town.. 
i The..", 19th century "'_ j in ftllrlwD" Yard.. Rte"pbam. had 
I br:t~ utoed u. ItonIt bW.kIlftP for 
: I number 0( ytjlf1,. h lOOk thra 

yelrs of .... Of ' b! burlden Mr 
· MuworiJ Bro-n and Mr. R Ic".rd 
! C1um~rl. of P\.Ilham \4arhl 
: It) 'urn tht lite Into an . .... ard 

D~J1,n (' of t he .dame ., 
· Rldard .-'Vdb., of MlIfturton. The 

(onnn chl.rm.&tI 01 \be Reoepham 
SO ( ltl ... , Mr T 0 11l S.,.cr , .... ho 
l'I el!) ed lI'H r Qd uct tht ,ward 
Kh~. ~ted Mr. Aldil and 
lht budden ..... tb lM ..... n1. 

, pUlque .,0 'be placed Oft 1M 
"II of ')01 of the COtUr,fa. 

Tht lt ec p hl m $OCH1l' pltn. 10 
~1 l..~ a..-,ard 0 ", other yar. 

T ~, . cotta,et Wn t comp l~ted . 
• boiJt f;. ytat IfIO aNS tJl art now 

~~~l~ad~n~~o~ 
. rchneC'tu". 





[?@ @f5[ft)@g UlJ 
Wroafr~ ~@D1J 

From Reepham Square, take footpath through loke (at side of Butcher's 
Shop) to Station Road, cross into Kerdistone Road (signposted Guestwick). 
Just before junction with Stony Lane, turn left along Catchback Lane 
(Bridlepath). 

After about ~ mile, go through field gate on right, cross small stream by 
tiny brick foot-bridge, then make for right hand corner of field, through 
field gate into next meadow, following line of footpath alongside hedge 
to Rookery Wood. Climb over stile and keeping wood on your immediate 
right follow edge of field to railway line. Cross railway, descend 
banking on opposite side over small stream by footbridge. 

Diagonally cross meadow to near corner of orchard and path then follows 
roughly line of hedge enclosing orchard to gate of Old Hall Farm. 
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