Documents relating to John Symonds, Watchmaker of Reepham (1734?-1815)
Compiled July 2021/JDA

This first record shows John's wife as Sarah Buddifut. Her surname has been transcribed as Buddipet,
Buttiful, Buddifant & Buttifant.

1774

Marriage by licence in Thursford parish

John Symonds, of Reitham St. Mary, & Sarah Buddifut, /ic. 17 June 1774

Source England, Phillimore Marriage Registers, 1531-1913 Image
Parish Thursford: County Norfolk :
Volume Norfolk Marriage Registers, Vol 6, Year 1692-1837; Image number 107
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Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England; Norfolk Church of England Registers,
Reference: nro_register_bills\at\thursford
Source Information

Ancestry.com.Norfolk, England, Transcripts of Church of England Baptism, Marriage and Burial Registers, 1600-1935

1775

Son John born & baptised in Hackford
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Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England, Norfolk Church of England Registers;
Reference: PD 441/3
Source Information Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1535-1812

Aug 1776 Symonds delivered new long case clock to Parson Woodforde in Weston Longyville

from Parson Woodforde's diary




Sep 1779 Hackford : Whitesmith : new apprentice : James Christmas

Source Citation The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England;
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1, Class: IR I, Piece: 61
Source Information:Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811

Jﬂ /{’ .//7 ‘/mu‘ .ﬁ//ﬂu _é’ / M" = M
I // A3 [l v‘;w/ o @f:/‘:’/,,:; j{:ﬁ;};}

WJ& ﬂlﬂ’l‘ﬂ P éf /f %/{

} ”;://y N j //m'ﬂf/’/ ’%f’{ M*’/ /% /%Adﬂ(//ﬁ/ g/,': //f/ﬂ.l/;w,ﬂl
LAl g / e & tyof Sk leprrde’ . Hovmimn

1784 Entry in Bailey's British Directory [for 1784]; or, Merchant's and Trader's Useful Companion
for the year 1784

Name: John Symonds
Dates: 1776-1800
Location: Reepham Norfolk
Occupation(s): watch maker silver smith watch/clock making(m) jewellery/precious
metals(m)
Gender: Male
Address(es): Reepham, Norfolk
Source Date: 1784

1793 Reepham:

Whitesmith : new apprentice : Benjamin Mandall
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Source Citation; The National Archives of the UK (TNA), Kew, Surrey, England;
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1, Piece: 67
Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811

1794

58 / NORFOLK & NORWICH CLOCKS & CLOCKMAKERS

SUN LIFE INSURANCE M.S. 11937

Volume 1 [
21 December 1793 .

622829 John Symonds of Hackford in Norfolk

15s. Clock /watchmaker

Christmas 1794 On his now dwelling house only as aforesaid

Taylor N. thatched not exceeding £150 150

15s. 3d. Household goods therein not exceeding £60 60
Utensils of stock plate included therein only
not exceeding £60 00
Cottages only at Wood Norton in Norfolk
private not exceeding £30 30

|¥.ie ~a 3()('

Difficult to know whether this statement refers wholly to insurance for John Symonds property. The suggestion of a thatched
house is highly probable and he did appear to have property elsewhere.



1795 Evidence of property in Wood Norton
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Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Poll Books and Electoral Regzsters, 1538-1893

1803 Hackford : Watchmaker : new apprentice : James Hunt
Includes son John in masters column
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Source Citation: The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England;
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 71
Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811

1806 Evidence of property in Thwaite (also 1802)
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Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Poll Books and Electoral Registers, 1538-1893

1806 Death of Sarah Symonds, nee Buttifant
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Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England,
Norfolk Church of England Registers; Reference: BT ANW 1805-06 _a-1

Source Information Norfolk, England, Transcripts of Church of England Baptism, Marriage and Burial Registers, 1600-1935

1806 Local newspaper report of Sarah's death
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1810 Death of son John
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1814 John Symonds retires & James Shreeve Woolmer takes over the business
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J. SYMONDS,
WATCH-NA4KER,
]ﬁ_ AVING declined Burlness, returis: Yigsinecrs

L thavks to his Fricnda ol the Public for the
i | favemurs b haarecrived, nud biegw loay e to recomnmend
1o their sippurt nod attestion J: 5. WOOLMER, who |
bagmocesded him,

J. 5. WUOLMER takes tho Jibe ety of ostneing his
Feivnds and the Public, that every exetlon in his
pa=es will be used by hitn for their Ordess o be dxie-
culod so their wishem, and for Lim tp deseyve their
ehovuragemeanl il milpt‘rd.

Pepsons stonding inviebied 9 J, Syinonds ase e~
) ipaestud 1o didchinee the same imediately.
Huupban, Jow 34, 1814

Norfolk Chronicle 08 January 1814

6 March 1815 : Burial : John Symonds, Widower, age 81 : Hackford
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in the County of //f/};;: A in the Year 18/3.

By whom the Ceremony

Abode. When buried. Age. was performed.

Name,

/gfc; "/’/. /":-’,/j/‘ s
o / v -:ln/ rl ‘,._’}"/:,_’/
T o por il | NS

’tf{ ‘7.‘ y 4 ‘/f"
ﬁ/ﬁi{r!u’("" e . / s '0’;:{ A-‘. f/ﬁﬁ
NO.ZS. ,7{6(/"'/""“'" I

Source Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1990
Original data: Church of England Parish Registers. Norfolk Record Office, Norwich, Norfolk, England.

1815 John Symonds effects sold by auction
B ETEE TS .

! W lie SOLIY by AUCTION,
Iy W, CHAPMAN,

2 On We viraday, March 241, 1815,

LI the HOUSEWOWLD FUNNITURE and FI-

fuets, of Me JOUN SIMONDS, eepham, de-
voased , comsisting of thiee far-post sl other hed-
-teeads, with vhivis @] cheney hangiogs, excellem
Feathor-beds and belding, mahogany dinmg, Pyn-
broke aml othier tables, dotto aned other chawrs, ditte
writing desk, with s comives, modern mabognny
secivtany  afil bookease,  waliable eollestion of
Books oeatly  bonud,  cumpricing  Hall’> Eacylo-
pealin, B vols, Spectaton, Starm's B Bocti ons, Do
Tulcoitey, Gl Bilas, Arabinn Nigh"s  Eaterbnig-
mvats, Connt Fathom, Tom Joues, Trlemachus,
Muoral ‘Taies, Robinson Cruso, British  Tourisg,
Viess of ltaly, 28 vulumes of entertaming Novels,
and a variely of otlier buouks bouml and on-
baund, 1w cliocks, twe brass j ks, copper and fors
nara, copper ketiles sl sancepans, beer, bresun:,
aml ootlen tubs, varicty of glass and carthen waie,
and many other hogsehold regquisites,

Salc begins at vleven o'clock.

On account of the mumber of luts an early at-
‘| trodance will be esteemed a favour,

The veeditors of the late Mr. Simonls, are re-
nuested Lo deliver their accounts to Mr. Win. Mays,
of Fonl-ham, or Mr. U 8. Woodmer, Watch-maker,
Recplham, that they may be imwediately dis-
whaiged, anel 81l thow who stand mdebbed w the Late
Mr. Simonds, are pariicalarly reque-ted topay the
~amy s ahove, witlim one mouath from the date
bcreof, (withoat{fail).

Norfolk Chronicle 18 March 1815



