
Documents relating to John Symonds, Watchmaker of Reepham (1734?-1815)
Compiled July 2021/JDA

This first record shows John's wife as Sarah Buddifut. Her surname has been transcribed as Buddipet, 
Buttiful, Buddifant & Buttifant.

1774 Marriage by licence in Thursford parish

John Symonds, of Reifham St. Mary, & Sarah Buddifut, lic.  17 June 1774

Source England, Phillimore Marriage Registers, 1531-1913 Image
Parish Thursford: County Norfolk : 
Volume Norfolk Marriage Registers, Vol 6; Year 1692-1837; Image number 107
•

Source : Find My Past : Norfolk Record Office ; PD 624/4; 1754-1854

Source Citation  Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England; Norfolk Church of England Registers; 
Reference: nro_register_bills\at\thursford
Source Information 
Ancestry.com.Norfolk, England, Transcripts of Church of England Baptism, Marriage and Burial Registers, 1600-1935

1775 Son John born & baptised in Hackford

Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England; Norfolk Church of England Registers; 
Reference: PD 441/3
Source Information Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1535-1812 

Aug 1776 Symonds delivered new long case clock to Parson Woodforde in Weston Longville
from  Parson Woodforde's diary



Sep 1779 Hackford : Whitesmith : new apprentice : James Christmas

Source Citation The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England; 
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 61
Source Information:Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811

1784 Entry in Bailey's British Directory [for 1784]; or, Merchant's and Trader's Useful Companion 
for the  year 1784

Name: John Symonds
Dates: 1776-1800

Location: Reepham Norfolk

Occupation(s):
watch maker silver smith watch/clock making(m) jewellery/precious 
metals(m)

Gender: Male
Address(es): Reepham, Norfolk
Source Date: 1784

1793 Reepham : Whitesmith : new apprentice : Benjamin Mandall

Source Citation;The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England; 
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 67
Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811

1794

Difficult to know whether this statement refers wholly to insurance for John Symonds property. The suggestion of a thatched 
house is highly probable and he did appear to have property elsewhere. 



1795 Evidence of property in Wood Norton

Source Information  Ancestry.com. UK, Poll Books and Electoral Registers, 1538-1893 

1803 Hackford : Watchmaker : new apprentice : James Hunt
Includes son John in masters column

Source Citation: The National Archives of the UK (TNA); Kew, Surrey, England; 
Collection: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 71
Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices' Indentures, 1710-1811 

1806 Evidence of property in Thwaite (also 1802)

Source Information  Ancestry.com. UK, Poll Books and Electoral Registers, 1538-1893 

1806 Death of Sarah Symonds, nee Buttifant

Source Citation Norfolk Record Office; Norwich, Norfolk, England; 
Norfolk Church of England Registers; Reference: BT ANW 1805-06_a-l
Source Information Norfolk, England, Transcripts of Church of England Baptism, Marriage and Burial Registers, 1600-1935 

1806 Local newspaper report of Sarah's death

1810 Death of son John



1814 John Symonds retires & James Shreeve Woolmer takes over the business

Norfolk Chronicle 08 January 1814

6 March 1815 : Burial : John Symonds, Widower, age 81 : Hackford

Source  Ancestry.com. Norfolk, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1990 
Original data: Church of England Parish Registers. Norfolk Record Office, Norwich, Norfolk, England.

1815 John Symonds effects sold by auction

Norfolk Chronicle 18 March 1815


