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REEPHAM SOCIETY NEWSLETTER - SPRING 1989 

The front cover of this newsletter features the premises in the 1950s 
,of E. Gibbs and Son, for many years one of the leading businesses 
in Reepham. Inside I have compiled an article about a firm which 
is still remembered with great fondness today by many Reepham people. 
I am indebted for the help given by Miss Marjorie Gibbs who was able 
to offer me clear recollections of the firm and its work and she has 
also kindly allowed me to reproduce a number of her personal photos 
and mementos of the business. 

I have edited the Society's newsletter for the past 3 years and during 
this time I have been able to offer a number of articles about 
Reepham, articles which have been the work of independent contributors 
or have been the basis of work available to the reader from the local 
library etc. In the past 3 years much has been used and the source 
is beginning to dry up; usually at the start of each newsletter a 
number of items are available and these form the basis of the next 
edition. This newsletter has not been so easy, one or two promised 
contributions failed to materialise and I have had to resort to 
research to produce something which I hope will be of interest to 
you, the reader. On this basis it is likely that future newsletters 
will feature less but larger articles about Reepham rather than a 
number of smaller items as have been produced in the past 3 years. 

I am always grateful for contributions and if you have anything that 
you feel is of interest then please get in touch with me; the 
contribution could be a fully researched and written article or can 
be a collection of photographs and memories which need to be drawn 
together and written up as happened with the article about E. Gibbs 
and Son. 

Michael Black 
Tel: 870936 
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REEPHAM SOCIETY 

1988/89 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Following the resignation of the Vice-Chairman, Mr M C Black, for 
business reasons, the Executive Committee has appointed Mr T J Large 
to fill the vacancy; and has also co-opted four members to the Committee 
From September 1988 the following are the Officers and Committee. 

OFFICERS 

CHAIRMAN 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

TREASURER 

SECRETARY 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mrs I 

R V 

Mrs S 

Rev W 

Mrs P 

* Mrs E 

* J K 

* D A 

Mrs H 

* J C 

R F 

Mrs J 

* Co-opted Septemb er .1988 

AMES 

GALLEY 

IVINS 

E B JONES 

LARGE 

A PILCHER-CLAYTON 

PILClIER-CLAYTON 

PLANT 

POTTLE 

STAPLES 

VINCENT 

L WARING 
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T J, LARGE 

J EAMES 

MRS M A HEMMINGS 
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Reepham Society Cheese & Wine Evening, October 1988 

The ' Society held their thirteenth Cheese & Wine evening, once again 
at Whitwell Hall. More than one hundred members and friends attended 
'for an evening of business, entertainment, and refreshments and 
certainly not least for a good mardle with friends. The business 
was the presentation of our Garden Competition awards. Mrs Rosemary 
Stimpson presented the Stimpson & Ewing Cups to the winners of the 
large and small gardens sections of the competition in the unavoidable 
absences of Mr John Stimpson and Mr Ken Ewing. Mr Loose had once 
again brought his considerable expertise to judge the competition 
and gave the company a talk about the merits of the gardens he had 
judged. The Society offers warm thanks to Mr Loose and to Mr & Mrs 
Bibby who organised the competition. 

The entertainment was given by the Reepham Singers who seem to go 
from strength to strength, accompanied by the Rev. Gordon Dodson their 
performance for us was voted "just the kind of lively and musically 
delightful singing we enjoy". The entertainment ended with a short 
sketch illustrating modern educational methods to encourage learning. 

The refreshment was admirably done, the tab les filled with a tempting 
display of delicious things to eat and the wine served cheerfully 
and efficient ly by friends who have developed their own expertise. 
The SOCiety offers warmest thanks to those many friends who helped 
both before the during the evening. A tombola, instead of the usual 
raffle, seems to have been popular and raised a good sum towards the 
Society's funds. Many thank~ to its "minder" who spent the evening ' 
dispensing tickets. 

The annual Cheese & Wine is the main fund raiser the Reepham Society 
organises . Members subscriptions cover the production of the News 
Letter and the secretarial and other running expenses. So if we want 
to do something for Reepham that requires finance then it has to be 
raised in this way. This year the result was £300 for the Society's 
funds, not the most we have raised at a Cheese & Wine, but a ve~y 
satisfactory conclusion to what many people have told us was a most 
enjoyable evening. 
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APPLICATION FORM 

To: Hon Secretary, The Reepham Society. 

I wi sh 
Soc iety 
oc c up ier 

the scheme mentioned below to be considered for a Reepham 
Award. I have obtained permission from the owner, and 
where appropriate, for this scheme to be entered. 

Signed Dated 

Name Address 

Telephone 

Pleas e complete accurately the following: 

1. Name of Scheme and Address 

Date of Completion (Schemes must be complete) 

2. Name, Address & Telephone No of Owner 

3. Name , Address & Telephone No of Occupier 

4. Name and Address of Designer/Consultants 

5. Name and Address of Builder or Manufacturer 

6. Names and Addresses of any Organistion involved (state capacity) 

7. Brief Description of the Scheme 

NOTE: Any creative work which contributes to the quality and 
appearance of townscape or landscape is eligible. There will be no 
categor isation of entries. The following points should, however, 
be noted : (a) schemes must be such that they can be seen by the 
gene ral public, (b) schemes must be fully completed (or if in several 
phases this must be defined) and (c) entries consisting principally 
of l andscaping may need to be deferred for assessment if 
ins ufficiently mature to allow an impression of the intended effect. 
There is no limit to the number of entries allowed from anyone 
source. 
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The Ollands 

Articles appeared in the last two' newsletters about Ollands House. 
now the area of development known as Ollands Park. Miss Marjorie 
Gibbs has clear memories of the days when the Ollands was lived in 
by E. P. Oppenheim and she recently wrote to me with the following 
reminiscences . 

"Mr Piercy's article about the Ollands in the last newsletter of the 
Reepham Society brought back memories to me of when E. Phillips 
Oppenheim resided there. I well remember the firework display j we 
supplied some of the fireworks but these were never grand enough and 
Mr Oppenheim would order a supply of large fireworks and set pieces 
which were sent direct by one of the manufacturers. 

I met him on two occasions. The fir st time, he came into the shop 
(this shop was the firm of Edward Gibbs and Son, Ironmongers and Seed 
Merchants which closed in 1967 - Editor), he was wearing flannel 
trousers . a blazer and a straw boate r and walked about smoking a 
cigar. He was quite a personality and looked most elegant. 

He was a writer of mystery and detective novels and in those days 
he was widely read, he was probably as popular then as Agatha Christie 
is today. 

There was a flourishing choral society in Reepham in the early 1920s 
and the twenty or so members would go carol singing at Christmastime. 
The first night we visited the large houses in the district having 
first acquainted them that we would be calling. On the second night 
we concentrated on various houses in Reepham finishing up at the 
Ollands . I well remember one Christmas, I think it was 1923, we were 
ushered into the large entrance hall by the butler, Mr London. We 
were greeted by Mr and Mrs Ryder Smith who asked us to sing to them, 
we were then regaled wi th hot sausage rolls and mince pies together 
with liquid refreshments. I can well remember Mr Ryder Smith offering 
me a choice of whisky, port, sherry or coffee, I very modestly chose 
the latter only to be admonished afterwards by my friends for not 
taking anything stronger whilst I had the chance. 

At about 9.30 pm Mr and Mrs Oppenheim (the parents of Mrs Ryder Smith) 
came out from dinner (both in evening dress and he with the inevitable 
cigar) and they chatted with each of us; this was the second time 
I met Mr Oppenheim. 

After leaving the Ollands the evening was concluded by the society 
singing '0 come all ye faithful' in the Market Place. We had all 
enjoyed the evening, not only for being so royally received but for 
the sheer joy of singing in harmony those lovely well-known carols. 

Through business contact I knew Mr Oppenheim 's secretary and she said 
that if an idea came to him during the night she would be called at 
any hour and would have to take dictation of the ideas and thought 
that came to hi_. 

I mus t agree with Mr Piercy that Sir Henry Rider Haggard did not 
reside at the Ollands at any time, confusion about this possibi lity 
has probably arisen because Miss Oppenheim married Mr Ryder Smith 
and they lived at the Ollands for some time during Mr Oppenheim' s 
residence there. 

Marjorie Gibbs" 
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Edward Gibbs and Son 

Edward Gibbs and Son, ironmongers and seed merchants, became an 
insti tution in Reepham and their shop and general agricultural 
services to the farming fraternity in and around Reepham is still 
remembered with fondness today by many people in Reepham, even though 
their shop closed well over twenty years ago. It was said that the 
Gibbs business was famous for two things; firstly, its picturesque 
premises and the excellent services it gave and secondly, the late 
Mr. Edward Gibbs, who attended the business dailY until he was 
ninety-eight. 

The premises, at the height of the business, were situated in the 
area which has now been converted into the commercial and residential 
area occupied by Merchants Yard, Ewings estate agents, Saralle 
Systems, M-Tec and a number of others. It was and probably will be 
the occupier of the largest commercial site in the centre of Reepham, 
with perhaps the exception of the Old Brewery House Hotel. 

It is said that there were ironmongers on this site long before the 
business was bought by Gibbs, but the exact date of the foundation 
of this business is not known but in the churchyard is a tombstone 
inscribed "William Samuel George, ironmonger of this parish who died 
at the age of 69 years in 1802". The George family ran the business 
until it was purchased in the early 1870s by a firm called S. and 
S.W. Leeds who ran it until 1888 when Mr. Edward Gibbs took it over. 

Edward Gibbs was born in 1860 the son of a farmer; he always wanted 
to be a farmer but during the 1870s farming was in a bad way so he 
applied for an apprenticeship with James Cooper and Son, ironmongers 
of East Dereham. He was accepted at a premium of £30 and served his 
five years starting at 2s 6d a week. He stayed with them until 1887 
and when he left his weekly wages had raised to 30s. He took over 
the business of S. and S. W. Leeds on October 11th 1888 a week after 
he was married at St. Mary's Church, Hickling. His two children 
subsequently became partners. his son Edward in 1920 and in about 
1957 his daughter Marjorie took an active partnership. 

Edward Gibbs Senior took an active part in the business until he was 
ninety-four, and he then maintained a daily interest almost until 
his death in December 1959 at the age of ninety-nine. Edward Gibbs 
Junior started to work for his father immediately after leaving 
school, and only service in the first world -war intervened. A motor 
cycle accident in 1915 robbed him of his sight but he still carried 
on working in the shop. At the age of seventy-four (in 1966) Edward 
Gibbs Junior decided to retire together with his sister, Marjorie, 
al though both regarded the closing of the business as "a matter of 
real regret". Mr. Gibbs, after 60 years in the business. decided to 
retire for two reasons - firstly, because he wanted to and, secondly 
because of trade. The days of horses in farm work had long since 
departed; he stocked the equipment they needed but there was no longer 
a demand for it. 

It was decided in 1966 to try and sell the business as a going concern 
but unfortunately the firm was unable to find a buyer. In early 1967 
the stock was discounted by 5% and this discounting continued for 
the next three months reaching 20% before an auction wa~ held in April 
1967 in Irelands saleroom in Reepham (now the site of the car park 
in Station Road) when the remaining items were sold off. 
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'Monarch' with Edward Gibbs Snr - the horse was stabled 
at the rear of the premises, the area now known as 
Merchants Yard. During the FIrst World War the 
Honourable Artillery Company was based in neepham and 
Monarch had to share hIS stable wIth two of their horses. 

'Monarch' with the firm's delivery cart ready for the 
day's business. 

10 



Part of the premises was bought by Mr. W. Ewing (now the estate 
agent s) and the main part was bought by Mr. Ernest Clark who ran a 
hardware business until he retired due to ill health in 1982. 

After Cyril Jolly's article appeared in the Eastern Daily Press, Mr. 
Gibbs received a letter from a reader in Gislingham, Suffolk who had 
read about the closure but he wondered if it was possible for him 
to obtain ."a pound of so of the "rotten stone" powder which so 
intrigued Mr. Jolly" . It seems that this powder mixed with certain 
acids a~~ oils offered the best means of restoring the lustre to 
ancient copper. The reader had tried wi th a number of ironmongers 
and chemists to find some, but to no avail. 

Miss Gihb~ was able to supply the reader with some of the 'rotten 
stone ' and he was able to clean some pieces of antique copper wll.ich, 
until then had resisted all the orthodox methods of cleaning. 

( • 1 ) 

ft , · 
-. i"F-" - -- NOR71X 

Partners: E. GIBBS, M. GIBBS (Miss) 

This copy of Edward Gibbs and Son invoice heading cannot 
be appreciated as a black and white copy. It is a 
wonderful mixture of red, blue and green and few letter 
or invoice headings today meet this artistic standard. 
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Mr Gibbs and Hr Piercey mixing see ds in one of the upper 

storey sheds. 
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The following article appeared in the Eastern Daily Press 
in April 1967, shortly a fter t he business closed . It was 
written by Cyril Jol ly. 

Shop that mirrored 200 years o f c hange 

A Norfolk i ronmonger's shop now closed after 200 years of trading, 
revealed on i ts shelves two centuries of social history and change. 

There are more i n t eresting ways of studying soc ial history than in 
books. The closing of an ironmonger' s shop, afte r two hundred years 
of trading, has shown me in a fascinating way how the tides of change 
have ebbed and flowe d over rural life. Change s i n lighting, cooking, 
travel, farming, sport and craftsmanship - r evealed by goods on the 
shelves of a picturesque 18th century premi ses making a corner of 
Reepham's market square. 

The square has its own charm, with that c hed and Georgian houses, 
Flemish and crow- s t e p gables, and two pari s h c hurches enclosed by 
the winding wall of one churchyard. 

The ironmongery is itse l f a little kingdom. with two double-fronted 
shops, attics. cellars and a neighbourly med ley of store-rooms and 
granary. Beneath f ou r panes of "bulls-eye" glass I entered the main 
shop, which resembled Hampton Court maze with it s passages and stairs. 

'-

One stairway beneat h the main counter led to a cellar. I bent double 
under the counter to enter this Ali Baba' s c a vern. Instead of oil 
jars I found two l a rge tanks. one for linseed oil and the other for 
lard oil. The spil lings of generations mixed with sawdust caked the 
floor. and wall racks held paint. turpentine , b lack harness 011, and 
preparations onl y old tradesmen would recognise. A dozen smells also 
competed for recognition; linseed oil won easily. 

In an attic. ben e a t h adze-trimmed beams, were scores of parcels that 
had slept snug on their dusty shelves for a century. They contained 
nails (mostly hand-made); nails for carpenters, bu i lders, wagon wheel 
tyres and strakes; nails for shoeing horses and the bullocks that 
once worked ploughs ; frost nails and caulking nai ls. Here I tried 
out a machine that might have eased · the drudgery of knife cleaning 
fifty years ago. "Tortoise" stoves elbowed door furniture into a 
corner, some woul d have graced a mansion and some a coal shed. A 
tub of gum arab ic (used for starching shirt f r ont s in Edwardian 
times), scythe blade s and plough blades, put back t he clock half a 
century. 

Climbing up cobwe bby stairs to the seed warehouse , I skirted bins 
labelled clover , rape, trefoil and saw a set of seed riddles and a 
set of measures made in Dereham by Bradley and Ut t ing and a flailing 
stool. The operator sat on one end, laid the corn on the other and 
beat it with a s wipe of a hand flail. 

In the yard was a gunpowder magazine for cartridges were made here. 
A hundred cases were set up in a frame, filled with p owder, shot and 
wadding and the e nds rolled in with a treadle machine - now only fit 
for the scrap heap. 
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The proprietors, Mr E Gibbs and his sister, showed me the main shed 
wi th its countless drawers each bearing a sample of the contents 
nailed to the front. What a cavalcade of vill age life they 
represented. There w~re brass plug-taps for wine barrels of halls 
or public houses,. (St P- had a locking device - and probably needed 
it). Cattle clipper . , pig and bull rings, "humbugs" for putting 
in the nostrils of cows when giving a medicinal drink, cheese wire; 
a key for fitting skates and ancient brass gear for shutters and 
blinds. 

Some peculiar needles puzzled me - they were larding needles used 
to pierce meat on a spit and draw off the grease into a larding tray. 
I handled lamp glasses of all shapes and curious tools for many crafts 
made in an age when wearing value mattered more than a glossy finish. 

In the office ' was a "wheelers' round", used by wheelwrights to measure 
iron , for re-tyring cart wheels, and well-thumbed price books going 
back to Victoria's golden reign, listing nails at lOs, 6d. a cwt., 
a bass broom at two pence, and copper sheet at fifteen pence a pound. 

My brow furrowed as I picked up a swan-necked Object - a stand for 
goffering irons! There was an ancient machine with a turntable for 
sharpening horse-clipper blades; unopened boxes of candle snuffers; 
a whip socket and undressed leather for pump clacks. 

Miss Gibbs recalled, as a girl, selling "penn' orths" of red ochre 
for smartening doorsteps, and "penn' orths" of black gunpowder for 
cleaning out oven and copper', flues. Had I known, in my boyhood, what 
fun I would have had with mot~r's wall oven! 

As a lad, Mr Gibbs got a frisky pony from the meadow and took down 
sixteen shutters for the shop to open at 7 a.m. It closed at 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. on Saturdays. Thursday was half-day - it closed at 4 p.m.! 
He also remembered a tub containing macassa oil which his father 
boiled with beeswax and oil of lavender to make a hair pomade. We 
looked in vain for some needles used to make up straw and oat flight 
mattresses. 

Turning out more drawers we conOjectured on the use of "Rotten Stone" 
powder, and green copperas (was it used to prevent lime rubbing off 
walls?) . There were dozens of other objects, once in common use, 
now museum pieces. They were facets of bygone rural life; peepholes 
on to a half-forgotten yesterday. In fact, beneath the many-angled 
roofs was two hundred years of social history, told in oil lamps, 
flat irons, tarred twine - and, I suppose, "Rotten Stone". 
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ltt~~pham, 

March, 1887. 

Dear Sir, 

We beg to infOlm you t.hat we have. carefully.-

8elected, and can now offer a variety of 

GENUINE ENGLISH (HOME GROWN) A~D FOREIGN 

which we highly recomm~1l'l for deauline3s, rara quality 

and reasonable prir~s. We have also some good SEED 

OATS, grown in this parish. 

MANGOLD, SWEDE and TURNIP SEED at 

lowest prices. 

Your kind favours are respectfully solicited by, and 

shall receive the prompt attention of 

Your obedient Servants, 

CORN, POLLARD, ~IEAL, &c. 

TILES, P"J VEJIENTS AND DRA1N PIPES. 

AGENTS FOR AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 

S. and S.W. Leeds ran the business until it was purchase d 
by Edward Gibbs in 1888, this is a card presented to 
local farmers by this firm. Such representat ions today 
would be hard to find. 
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"GOODBYE TO GIBBS" 

Now Gibbs's shop is closing, 
And Reepham must repine. 
For here it was we bought our nails, 
Our crockery, paint, and twine. 

The shop-floor, bare and boarded, 
We reached by several steps. 
Above us, from the ceiling, 
Hung shears and pails and skeps. 

The long old wooden counter, 
All worn and scratched with use, 
Bore stains of oil and plaster, 
And varnishes sold loose. 

A hundred years or so ago 
It stood in garish pride, 
When all those shelves were hard and new, 
Ranged on its other side. 

Now still the drawers and boxes 
Are marked in bold black "CAPS": 
COLD CHISELS, .:[URNSCREWS, PUNCHES, 
SHAVE HOOKS, ARCH DRILLS, BRASS TAPS 

CHEESEWIRES, SMALL STAPLES, PLANE IRONS; 
LINE-PINS and APPLE CORERS; 
TACK HAMMERS, KNOBS, AND FARRIERS' KNIVES, 
TWIST-BITS, SWISS-BITS, and BORERS. 

HOSE-FITTINGS, PULLEYS, WHEEL-VALVES; 
DOOR-PLATES, PAD-BOLTS, BIB-COCKS; 
BRASS CABIN HOOKS, FLY-CATCHERS, 
COLANDERS, CLA'gPS, RIM-LOCKS • .. 

And what, we wonder, were all these? 
And who the folk who sold them? 
Only the empty drawers remain 
For cobwebs to enfold them. 

But we remember , clean and bright, 
The pleasant place we knew. 
And Reepham folk will not forget 
The shop in white and blue. 

Maggie pye 

A small booklet about Reepham was printed in 1967, it 
included a poem by Maggie Pye which lamented the closure 
of Gibbs and Son. 
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LItter squads tor schoolS urged 
. ' HILDREN In Norfolk 
'ihould be made to pIck up 
.Iltter before being allowed to 
i~ave school at the ~nd of day 
d parents llrgamsatlOn chief 
:.rged vesterda~ 

R .chard BIrd , chaIrman oJl Nor 
t"l~ Federation ,)f Parent feache, 
.~~soclat.on~ , ~ald pUpil' ~houla 
havp In clean schooi ouildmp 
dnd playmg fields to help IOstll d 
.,ense of diSCipline 

BUI a Norwich head teat' her 
lalmed a Similar system at hel 

schooi workeo perfectl) wf'11 on a 
voluntan ha~" 

Theil c.,mrneni :- IOiiHWt"O ({ ,~ ali 

frorrJ 'on htll l i ..... · Mi(I I '"' ' Joh n 
BUh"h<..'! it)j ..... 1. n'h)l ": ll '. ii"j, ' 
iltH"f ..,q"ad' I Vii ,- '- " K f'" rKSnlrl 

')(hot Ii .. ·h" n ;.. dt"'~ " nl'\' ,1'\ ."\ 

"hl01og t"' xamf)1t .; j [ • • I \" . ,'ung. 
<;tpr .., : "nuic1 hi ' nUgn ; ,ell .1", IPIPI t" 

MI Rlrcl 11~ ' '\, i ,ht 'n ' ''W I '\l..lUal1' 

-In ~tHW ll II . \nt' '1\ nlldh "ndon-'I I 

are Iltler.hug~ dnd . ... un!! .. nlldn-r, 
with paren" Ju\ i ;r .. "u ,r .. n)!.\ 
away 10 tht" , lI eet .· h,' ,al<I 

.' Wha: ha~ gOI 10 happen IS that 
., na' gi 01 1(, ,tan from the very 
"arl\ ,lage' . dnd ," . erybody in the 
,eh .. " , ,hou ld h, dOIng this . 

liu , H"wlth,,, p' H'gh '>cho,)1 
n"ad ".<t ' he , l\t1arl"" ( hapman 
,a ' <I :"t·, t> \A.,,, d lf('ad\o a ~Imilar 

.. , " n, " [)":dling ai her ,chool 
. Ilh ill .. -1n , ' I\mDIII~lon 

\A' I n;.s \I , dun l tTT'- who do 
. n, ' .. an'n!! ,lunnl! pastoral ..:are 
i:n l( .., nt ' \a lQ 

Ii',' , [)upoi\ .hou ld h,' ful" 
II ". t"d dnt1 v.c had a ver~ 

h,'alth, (t"spon~l' when we asked 

for volunteers." she went on. 
Mr Butcher said of Windsor 

Boys' School litter squads system . 
." shall be drawing this school'~ 
s uccess to the attention of local 
t!ducatlon authoritIes, WIth whom 
I shall be havmg diSCUSSIOn ahoul 
makmg OUI school playgrounds 
and plavmg tields litter-free I.one!.. 

A I the school. pupIls dnly sIgn 
the register and leave at the end 
C)f the afternoon once the staff are 
~atlsfied the ground~ and build · 
lOgs are fit 10 be handed over to 
the caretakers. 

Aftpl ' lilt:' d tl t·IlI})! .'" l.!V Ih, ' ;-;,wielv 

RepphalTi a : i,il t'r pl<i .... ' 1\ 1:-- nlct" 

thp "",,':'(',',", il1~ 1.1-..' pr,.,l'i t'lTi 1:-- no t 

Reepham '. 

1 n 1988 to make 

,oT .-/. 

/,,/" 

to know that one of 
("onta1ned entirely in 

Some of the Reepham Youn{j Farmers who helped clear the old cemetery. 

Having a slashing time" 
A BAND of Reepham Youn g 
Farmers slashed their way through 
undergrowth at a conservation area. 

But the magnificent seven were 
working for a good cause. They 
had volunteered to do the work at 
the Reepham and Kerdiston 
Bu Ground for the Reepham 

area was cut annually at this time 
of yei;lr, to avoid disturbing wildlife. 

The area is managed by the 
SOCiety, which has an avenue of 
yew trees, a pair of Corsican pines, 
and mature wild flowering cherries, 
planted by the Women's Institute 
about 15 years ago. 

Rowan trees and buddleia have 
Mr Tony Ivins said the also been planted to attract wildlife. 

///------------------___ --1. 

18 



T, -':~~!~e ~,'?' 
• wllrnlng, 

" ,',' 

and 
save church 

MAJOR fund-rai!­
g d9ve by villagers 
IS Iielped to save 
~e of Norfo+k'. 
05t preci ous 
lurches";. from 
:)sure. I~'~ ; " 

The r~ctor of 'Caw5ton, 
or Ayl,ham, had warned 
,al peo ple list March 
at 5t Asnes' Church 
uld clo.e beeau.e it 
eded £23,000 for re""in 
d attracted only tiny' 
nl~lations. 
Villasen responded by 
'mins the Fri~nds of 5t 
inC! and, aner leu than ! 

year, have helped rai.e , 
out £10,000., The rest of·,' . 
e money hid Ilready 
en promised in .... nIJ. 
The delilhte.! rector;· tM 
'v Mike Stallard. lIid 
,terday: "' told people 
ilt unless :they took In , 
:erest and Itlned .. isitl, ;.' 
e mo ney, the church 
,uld close. They ataned 
.d-rai.inc with terrific ' . . 
.to Ind wt managed to 
t . our Ur,et by " 
lristmas.'" .,' 
He hoped the repairl, 
:Iuding wor!< 10 the roof, 
n1\\1ork, .utter!n, and '0 draina,e Improve­
,nt., would. be carried 

. *The 11lfihly IndIvidual cerved wooden eng .. e .hlch 
01 It Agnel' Church, Clwlton, lor 600 y ..... 

n ;·.i Story: ian Bullock. Plctur": Nick Lyon, 
t reldy for, I special 
ankslivlns .ervlee In 
:Iober. when lhe church 
.uld be celebr~tln, the 
Oth annlve,,"ry of the "t~ keep soin, at it. w~ Oreetinfl1 c~rd. with art." from the Norfolk 
It recorded reetor It can'. just l it Melt Ind say ; work by Iris Francis were Cl;luri'h.e Trust and about 
IwsIOt:t. ":'. "That', if," . d " HI: dl, iib l{ L so~d)? ~cJp the ~u~ ~~~,...£25.00 from Enlltsh,. .. 
Mr '!ltallard' ~i<p.cts :,' . ' " . , , J a '~I or llO'tcard, was (lro- Hentage. : 
1htr repair work wfll be" The Friends , raised duced featurina reproduc- . 
eded It the church, money through vldoUI tions of photographs taken 
lich he said had one of, events such •• whist in 1910 and , given to the 
e.' fin .. t on .. 1 roo" In drives. coffee morning.. church by Avis M.nh, of 
: world, • coneens. stalls and a fete. West Runton, 
He said the church, There was also a two-week ' Led by chairman John 
lich DOW attracted more exhibi tion of work by Farrow and secretary 
In 30 people It Sunday Norfolk arti.ts in the Valerie Burton , they 
rvicei. would not etolt chu rch and a ball at managed to secure further 
t odded: "We hIve lot Cawston College. grant aid, including £4000 

Mr F rro w said tht 
rund-raisers had included 
long-established residents 
as well a~ newcomers to 
Cawston. and added: "It's 
.uch Ii lovely old building 
and we didh'l want 10 the 
lose the church in the 

) village." 

1lte clt.lrmlll of th., ,rllftdt of 81 Aghel' ChUrch, 
Cew,ton. John farrow. e.emlne. th. decoyIng 
mllonry of the ioullt el,I •• 

. John Ferrow, leH, and the .. etor 01 Cewlton, the 
Rev Mike Stlllllrd, admire the tfe81urel 0' one of 
Norfolk'l Iln.,t roedl •• ,1 bulldtngl, 

ST. AGNES' CHURCH, CAWSTON 

In previous newsletters 
articles have been included 
about some of the churches in 
the Societys "area of benefit" 
there were three articles about 
the churches at Booton, Reepham 
and Salle. All of these 
churches are of some individual 
and exceptional interest but 
there is also another church 
nearby which has 
outstanding features, 
Agnes' at Cawston. 

some 
St. 

Caws ton is a village which 
al though only 3 miles away is 
not normally associated with 
the area of benefit of the 
Reepham Society, although the 
church can clearly be seen from 
various pointed within Reepham. 

Like many of our churches it 
currently suffers from the 
urgent need for expensive 
repairs, the problems of 
Caws ton church have been 
featured in the local press and 
also extensively in an article 
a few month~ ago in the Sunday 
Times Magazine. It is nice to 
note that the villagers of 
Caws ton have responded to the 
problems and have raised a 
sizeable amount of the total 
required, as the recent article 
in the Eastern Daily Press 
shows. 
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New members since the last newsletter 

Miss R.A. Smith 

Mr & Mrs R.D. Blake 

Mr & Mrs B. Hardiment 

Mr & Mrs D.H.K. McDoWell (LIFE) 

Mr & Mrs B. Atteridge 

Mrs L. Annesley 

Mrs T.E. Church 

Mrs P. Oldham 

Miss G. Wright 

Mr Robert Reid 

Mr & Mrs B" ." Dye 

Mr & Mrs A. Barnes 

Mr & Mrs P. Dickson 

Mrs S. Anderson 

Mrs P. Waterworth 

Mr &; Mrs N. Flynn 

Mr & Mrs ? Hoveson 
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