Reepham Society

Fifteen Locals

A pub crawl through history by Joyce Cox

The Foldgate, Whitwell Commmon circa 1960

The Kings Arms The Old Brewery The Crown
House Hotel




Pub groupings (in census years) determined by refer
Books of Recognisance*

ence to entries in

<=1801 1811 1821 1831
Black Lion No change No change No change
Foldgate

George & Dragon

Greyhound

Kings Arms

Kings Head

Nelson
Star
Sun
1841 1851 1861 1871
PLUS No change PLUS PLUS
Duke of York Crown Swan
Farriers Arms
Lamb
1881 1891 1901 1911
No change No change No change LESS
Farriers Arms
Lamb
Nelson
Swan
1921 1931 1951 1961
No change No change LESS LESS
Kings Head Black Lion
Star Duke of York
Greyhound
1971 1981 1991
LESS PLUS LESS
Foldgate Old Brewery House Sun
George & Dragon Hotel
REMAINING Crown Old Brewery House Kings Arms
Hotel

* “Books of Recognisance” are the official recorfdioences granted and withdrawn etc
(available from 1789).



Please note: in this survey “Reepham” means “Reaphigh Kerdiston, Hackford &
Whitwell”. These parishes were united in 1935 torfdhe new parish of Reepham.

REEPHAM PUBLIC HOUSES: A SURVEY

In 1853 Lord Palmerston wrot&he words ‘licensed to be drunk on the premiseseay the
people interpreted as applicable to the customessaell as the liquor”.(Peter Haydon, The
English Pub: A History).

Reepham was typical in being almost awash witldatkers in the latter half of the
nineteenth century when 14 pubs were opening tlogirs. The Duke of Wellington Beer Act
of 1830 had abolished all duty on beer in an etioreduce gin drinking. Any householder
was allowed to sell beer upon purchase of a 2-guicence from the Excise, subject to a £20
fine for selling wine and spirits. lllicit alehouseame out of the woodwork and traded legally.
In addition to large numbers of thirsty agriculiuseorkers in this area, one of the chief
reasons for the downing of so much beer was thdibgiof the two railways by navvies who
"dug, blasted and drank their way through the Nikfmuntryside’ (See the Reepham

Society magazine, “Railway” edition.). One can inm&ghe popularity of such situation

friendly pubs as The Crown and The Star when wexah in the late 1870’s. In his bodke
Railway NavviesTerry Coleman refers to an average daily consiomif five quarts of ale.
Coleman also notes that navvies were paid moniklyally in a pub and for days afterwards
they"drank their pay, and sold their shovels for beektifferent effect of the coming of the

railways to this area was the end of the localtigira Brewery monopoly. (The Brewery,

situated on the site of The Old Brewery Hotel, mled beer for 52 pubs.) Fierce competition
resulted in its sale by auction in 18T8ink also flowed freely at the June annual faid an
weekly market when visitors from gypsies to bussnesn made good use of pubs.

Male
Population

1200 +

1000 +

800 +

600 ~

400 +

200 +

Reepham: public houses and male population by censu S year
(Note: no census in 1941)

1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991

T 16

+14

- 12

- 10

Pubs

=——&— Population
- @ = Pubs




The chart shows a comparison between the numbarhdic houses and beer houses in
Reepham and the male population at dates of natenauses, 1801 — 1991. (Data provided
by the Office of National Censuses.) Local popolafigures between 1831 and 1881 were
higher than at any other time prior to 1981. Thalsopward movement in population,
climaxing in 1881, may be connected with the baidgof the railways, when four pubs lodged
navvies.

On the down side three pubs closed in 1909; ThedwelThe Swan and the Farrier's Arms.
The previous year had seen a hotly disputed pagldany act, which proposed halving pub
licences in rural areas from 1 per 200 populatma per 400. The Bill passed the Commons,
which had seen an influx of new Labour MPs inclgdmany committed teetotallers, but was
rejected by the Lords. Doubtless news of this debatd given publicans much to think about
and in some cases they thought it best to closendparticularly as compensation for lost
licences had recently been introduced. Other pldsed in the 1950s when the novelty of
television was an inducement to stay at home. Byetlrly 1970s only the Kings Arms, The
Crown and The Sun remained. The last named closddkei early 1980s, ten years after the
opening of The Old Brewery House Hotel (see lagepa

BLACK LION (corner of New Road and The Moor)

During the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, the Moor was a prosperous
commercial area and up to 200 people
lived there. Hence it was a good site for a
pub. (See Reepham Society magazing
Spring 1990 edition). The original Th
Black Lion was built in 1830 in the
grounds of what was later to beco
Moor House. In 1953 Henry Hawed
whose father Thomas, had been Par
Clerk for 49 years, wrote his recollectio
of Reepham since 1868. He describes
Black Lion as & thatch-roofed building
with small farm premises, including a barn, stalpeygeries, yard and skittle alley. On the
gable was fixed a long board about 9 feet long véthon painted on it. When Samuel
Bircham built the present Moor House, he boughtpihle premises, demolished them, and in
1888 funded the building of a new pub on the presiea across the road. John Hever & Son
built the replacement and had the road moved -éhdrename New Road. The then landlord,
Henry Mumford, drove passengers on Mondays, Wedyssdnd Saturdays to Norwich,
departing 8am, returning 5pm. The name The Bladh lis said to be a little unusual. There
are lots of ‘Red Lions’ but not many Black. Localilder and brick maker, Arthur Collison
was landlord at the end of the 19th century. Hiddleds yard was nearby. The landlord in the
1920s was John Marsh followed by Tom Horne. It etbsn 1952 and was bought for
residential purposes by Mr. and Mrs. Claxton, airtbeparture from the Duke of York.

CROWN (Station Plain) (See front cover for picture)

The Crown originally used only one of the threehl@entury cottages, that nearest to Ollands
Road, and incorporated land running down to MileRolt later extended into the other two.
The 1854 Directory lists as landlord Edward Page whs also a carrier. Only three landlords
ran this pub over the next 100 years. It was popoégause of its proximity to Reepham
Station and the roads leading buyers and sellers fdolt, Cawston, Aylsham and Wood
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Dalling to the auctions. Open all day Wednesdayinass picked up after lunch as return
journeys began. The Reepham Society magazine MBikee edition reportdViemories still
exist locally of some of the Briston dealers whgutarly made their way home in an
intoxicated and fightingstate and who would stop and have 'one for the 'rdadme local
businesses were indeed cautious and Hunts Stor8gation Plain would often lock their shop
doors until these particular dealers had passetl Business was brisk attracting customers
from the nearby Collison’s brickyard, from the messes in the Station area and also from the
annual fair which after WW2 moved to Crown Meadowtilu1980. Mr. and Mrs. Bob Smith
(now living in Bawdeswell) took over in the earl930s when there were bare floorboards,
sawdust on the floor and even old unused spit pangll separated the bar from the meeting
room and cellar. The present front door led tattengi room with kitchen behind. There was a
men’s outdoor toilet and a stable. In 1978 thelstabhich had once brought in an income of
6d a day when a horse was stabled there, was agicetlectric coolers to the beer pumps — a
first for Reepham. When the Old Brewery House Homned in 1972 Mrs. Smith provided
bed and breakfast for any overflow and also pravidet meals if ordered. In those times pubs
usually provided only sandwiches. Another differeneas the rarity of women in pubs. For
those who did visit The Crown there was a sittiogm where drinks could be served. A very
popular Summer Darts League, involving 10 teamgudiog those from Coltishall and
Buxton led to one of the Smith’s daughters, Sari@rmreatbatch) playing for Wales and twice
becoming Ladies’ World Champion. Sandra’s son ntaygpfor England. Then, as now, The
Crown benefited the local community, particularhe telderly, in its fund-raising activities,
one of which was a swear box- a penny a swear waevtdich, with annual interest added,
earned a tidy sum! Mr. Smith photocopied for meaaticle from The Sunday Telegraph,
18/06/1978, written by a journalist reporting o ttommercialisation of public houses. He
referred to an interview with Mr. Smith and thedak refusal to have a juke bdxpreferring

to attract younger customers through his Darts ueaiylr Smith was also quoted as saying,
“There weren't such things as Bacardi when | stattede 25 years ago. Beer, whisky, gin,
brandy, port, sherry, lemonade and ginger beerat thas just about’it The Smiths left after
28 years.

DUKE OF YORK (Church Street)

The Duke of York, a Grade Il listed
building, originating in the 17th century,
stands in three parishes, Hackford,
Reepham and Whitwell. All the walls
were rebuilt in  brick when rear
extensions were added around 1800. An
outbuilding in the yard was once a skittle
alley. It was one of several pubs in or
near Back Street and Church Street,
originally Reepham’s main thoroughfare.

Between 1836-54 White's Directory
mentions a Mr. Brett of Back Street as
having a beer house. The 1864 Directory
lists a Mr. Dyball and from 1868 it was known asniiByball’s Tap. Its classification as a beer
house continued i.e. no spirit licence. Tom was @ing family who had a large horse training
business in the town. Before the last war, the dhuorewery owned it. When Trunch closed,
Morgan's brewery of Norwich took over. This wasitliest pub in Reepham.




The landlord from 1916-1933 was Tom Bacon, quiteharacter,
and a publican who never drank beer. As well asnigathe pub he|  Dufke of York
also farmed a little land and looked after poulitythe sale ground REEPHAM
on market days, but his chief job was as night soilector and e L
dustbin emptier for Hackford parish. Mr. and Mr&iatlie Claxton R ]
took over in 1933 until 1952 when the Claxtons Wduubhe Black TRUNCH
Lion on its closure as a pub. Their daughter, Gyew Hardesty)
has told me how she helped wash the glasses, tiieared brick
floor and scrub the bar and cellar. The large gidsunncluding
stables and sheds (see picture), accommodatedsharge carts, _
large lorries during WW2, even tanks, and a loGal Salesman,| i e e - oo
while in the Navy, left 6 cars for garaging. (Thedtdhand picture
shows Mr. Claxton (on the right). His brother iargting in the bar
entrance.) Nearby billeting in the Town HaII and aMdHouse brought additional business.
L Three dances a week were held
in Reepham, music provided by
locals. The Claxtons also had an
evacuee family from London.
In 1974 Mrs. Claxton (right-
hand picture) with her husband
and daughter Gwen) organised
the repainting and gilding of the Church clock am@morial to her late husband. The last
landlord was James McCarter who was a leader io\eerto get the railway from Reepham to
Norwich reopened for passengers, unfortunatelyaitisuccess. The pub closed in 1959 and
is now known as York House.
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FARRIERS ARMS (Ollands Road - previously known as H all Road)

Sometimes known as the Three Horseshoes doubt
due to its blacksmith business, the Farriers Arras
classified as a beer house and situated on thefsit
the present Spar shop. Part of a centuries oldetim@
framed building, some of the walls were of claysFi &
officially mentioned in 1836 under a Thomas Gran
its tenancy passed, on his death in 1851, to Io
blacksmith Robert Parker Gooch whose busing
included the sale of beer. He was also listed st
in White's Norfolk directory, kept cows and sol
milk. Customers brought their horses for shoeing a
drank beer while they waited, a common enough
combination at the time. (The National Statistidéd® records 2490 blacksmiths in Norfolk

in 1851). The pub closed in 1909. The blacksmitiisiness expanded into agricultural
engineering and descended to Mr. Gooch's grandSmimey Parker Eglington. In 1931

Messrs. F. Randell Ltd. bought the business. MrR&ndell, the last owner of the business
assisted in shoeing the last horse in 1962. Thméssfinally closed in 1991.




FOLDGATE (Whitwell Common) (See front cover for picturne

The Foldgate or Falgate, one of the oldest pubksted in the 1836 Directory under a John
West, Victualler and shopkeepérA picturesque thatched house, possibly 16th egnit
was even more old-fashioned than The Star. Thedashts were Reepham residents Norman
and Joan Egmore. As was common then, when pubdiesanere not profitable concerns, the
wife ran the pub and the husband continued witmbisnal employment. Beer was sold from
kegs standing on stools. The ceiling was very lath vots of oak beams, which made things
rather difficult for dart players. It had the oletites round the walls, one of which contained a
hole into which old George Ill pennies had to bierb Singing just for fun, with no payment
involved was very popular. Cycle teams compete@mmutside track. With the exception of
crisps and later chocolate, which Joan introduocedfood was sold but customers could eat
their own sandwiches over a drink. Bottled beer way popular. Only one bottle of spirit
was bought per month. The Foldgate closed in 1968n has provided a detailed account of
her 13 years’ tenancy. This account is with the dRaen Society archives. The present
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Viall, are making enquiriestaswhether they are connected with
Samuel and Hannah Viall, listed in the 1845 Dirggtavho ran the pub for over thirty years.

GEORGE AND DRAGON (corner of Church Hill and Norwic h Road)

The top picture shows the George and Dragon (on
| the right-hand side of Norwich Road). The original
building was replaced in the 19th century. Sidney
Eglington, owner of the nearby agricultural
business (see Farriers Arms) was a loyal customer.
In 1930 Amos Hessman took over from George
Goward and his wife. Mr. Hessman had been a
farmer but had to give up due to very severe
arthritis. He was a member of the Reepham Rifle
Corps. The Hessmans stayed until 1949. In June
1950 Reepham held a “shopping week”. The
finals of a darts competition that had attracted
more than 300 entries, were held here. Miss
Reepham and her two attendants presented prizes.
Various licensees followed for short periods in
the 50's. The George and Dragon closed in 1962
when Athol Davis was licensee. The Reepham
Supplement (the Deanery of Sparham magazine)
dated October 1974 mentions the death of a Mrs.
Wink (nee Dunn) aged 93 who was born in the
pub in 1881. The building is now a private house.

GREYHOUND (Back Street)

Another Grade Il listed building The Greyhound bagn much altered since its origins in the
17th century. Partitions, screens, doorways andildetemain intact. Henry Hawes refers to
the landlord Dick Badcock, one of three brotherming Reepham pubs in the 1860s and 70s.
Dick was a carrier to Norwich three times a weels ¢tuarters in Norwich were in the Moon
and Stars, Duke Street. Starting from Reepham &t &&h two horses and van, he left
Norwich at 4.30pm in winter and 5.00pm in summetjimg at Booton, Alderford, Attle-
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bridge, Taverham and Drayton. For the next two desathe landlord,

REEPHAM,
William King, a blacksmith, also ran a forge oppesiHe later moved to HACMLTLTM

the Kings Arms. Norwich brewer, Young's, Crawshayl &oung’s bought .o cu o s
the pub and adjoining five cottages in 1901, havimgviously paid an rour-iiessen

annual rental for the pub and yard. This was th& fiub in Reepham toPEI:mL H )IWSNL
belong to a Norwich brewer. By 1910 large brewexs acquired control of - ‘
sales in 90% of pubs nationally. Wesley Piercy’'srmages are mainly of !
the Medlers who took over in 1929. Arthur Medlerdhareviously
emigrated to Canada, served in the Canadian ariiMifl but returned to o weunesdap,uflulp st 1901,
England after the war and married. His wife wasdusethe licensed trade, ™® e nx.
as her father was landlord of Haveringland's Kibgsad. The Medlers left . "™ .
in 1944. Their son, John, visited The Greyhound mhated to the present

owners, Canon Page and his wife, a very poignany.stvhen a young lad

FIVE € "l‘A(:‘ ES,

Messrs, 1HELAND

during the war he was given a half crown on his
birthday by an American airman visiting the pub,
and promised a proper present the next day.
Unfortunately the airman died on his next
mission. Writing about The Greyhound in his
book about the Reepham Home Guard, Alec
Rowe refers to it as beinflike the London

{ Windmill Theatre - it never closedThe Home
Guard waited there to go on guard duty at 2 or
4am."Many has been the time when | would have
to go and fetch them from the pub to go on
guard”. The Greyhound closed in 1956 and is now a prikiatese.

KINGS ARMS (Market Place ) (See front cover for picture)

FOR A -
QUIET DRINK Lookin

i =il 1he listed building description of the Kings Arngsformer Inn, refers to
movt MMl 16th century brickwork and a south service wind th century brickwork
Kins' Stns with a 'flint wall at the centre and incorporat.ing earli_d!ruilding". This

wanker race | S€EMS to refer to the east gable wall seen in Rgdéie Alley and the
ALWT':E:,‘W‘::('N;; attached south eastern extension. The former stabde19th century. Many

THE SUN alterations have obscured its original form.
REEPHAM

maee On 7 October 1794 the diarist, Parson WoodfordéVetton Longville,

et attended a confirmation in Reepham after whichrte@hers had planned
to dine at the Kings Arms. However, a last minutarge of plan resulted in the landlord,
Joseph Bell, being compensated with a shilling freach expected guest. Before the
courthouse was built next to the Police Statios, Bynesford Petty Sessions were held here
on alternate Mondays. (Also mentionedrime Diary of a Countr{Parson 1758-1802During
the Swing riots in 1830 the Rev. Collyer of Hackfddall, a parson magistrate, stood at a
window and managed to quieten angry labourers gadrmutside.

It is said that on one occasion the future Edwadidpérhaps on his way to Haveringland Hall
from Sandringham, stopped in the Market Place.i&vil Bircham, owner and local brewer,
hurried across with a glass of his best beer, ¢#@liel Velvet.

The Reepham Society magazine Market Place editimeg Marjorie Gibbs daughter of a
local trader and a founder member of the Sociewalling early 20th century memorigat

6am the people living there were often awakenethéyarrival of the mail cart and its noisy
driver. The cart was like an ordinary heavy trapthaa covered-in portion behind for the bags
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of mail, and was red. The horse was given a noseblide the driver knocked up the
postmaster. He came every day including SundBye' pub hired horses and carts, used by
people such as commercial travellers staying ther®ur the area. Henry Hawes refers to
John Badcock, publican of the Kings Arms in the@87'He ran a coach and four horses to
Norwich, Saturdays only, starting from the Markéade at 9am with Bugle behind, he kept
better time than his brother Dick (see The Greyl)@amd came home early."

Henry Hawes describes an upstairs clubroatt dlong the front”. In 1857 the Loyal
Eynesford Lodge of Oddfellows was formed and h&ddmonthly meetings there as did the
Foresters. In 1882 a dinner was given to celelifeeopening of the railway line. Marjorie
Gibbs recalled weekly dancing classes culminatimgan annual dance. Wesley Piercy's
earliest memory of the Kings Arms is in 1921 whenwas invited to a Christmas Party given
by the Hubbard family. George Hubbard, the landltiat three children who were at school
with Wesley A small shop was kept underneath thbrdom by various traders. This part of
The Kings Arms (now Bonhams) was sold off in th&a<f

There was no front bar, and only one entrance,ithidie corner on the left. A Bowling Green
was laid in Dereham Road, or Pound Road, as itth&s known. It survived for very many
years and was well supported by Market Place ragd&/ednesdays were busy days for the
Kings Arms, which opened all dayfdr the convenience of persons attending the public
market.” The annual Christmas sale and fat stock show eimdadumptuous dinner for up to
100 in the clubroom sometimes followed bgntertainment with recitals or monologues
performed by the more musical or artistic membdrshe local community.These dinners
ended at the start of WW2. Most of the farmerscibeits and dealers came by horse and cart,
parking their carts on the Market Place. The wiféMo. Devlin, landlord in 1938 and 1939,
had achieved some fame in her youth as the autr@ibook The Young Visitotspublished
under her maiden name of Daisy Ashford. Mr. and .MBishop (see photograph on left)

' 7 followed until 1948 when on Mr. Bishop's retiremévit. J. Haggerty,
former landlord of The Foldgate, took over. The gedgy family
continued as landlords until 1990. In 1987 the tHandlady, Pat
Chipperfield, daughter of Mr.gw
Haggerty (see photographs
right) accepted a Reepham Soci
B biennial award"for the successful
& restoration both internally and

= externally which had in no wa
changed the appeallng features of the Kings Arrhse.
financial efforts that the brewery owners had itgecinto the building and
the flowering enhancement that Mrs. Chipperfield hatroduced were®& &
greatly appreciated."Pat has vividly described to me her long years a&ajlady her
introduction of home cooked meals, bed and breakéaslocal construction builders in the
eight large bedrooms and frenzied Wednesday mdees.




KINGS HEAD (Booton)

Listed as an alehouse in the 1789 Book of
Recognisance under a John Bircham, the Kings
Head was owned by the brewers Chapman lves of
Coltishall. A Mary Coxford and Francis Bircham
occupied the two cottages that in 1900 were
developed into one building. By 1832 the cottages
had been transferred to local landowner Samuel
Sewell; the John Bircham mentioned above still
- living there. The last landlord was Reginald Gray.
His wife Mabel gave hunt dinners and receptions.
During WW2 she sold home baked food to Americamair and RAF personnel stationed at
Haveringland. The pub closed towards the end of Wavi2 is now a private house.
(Photograph, looking towards Reepham from Bootbhaywséng pub sign.)

LAMB (Lamb Hill, Hackford Vale)

The Lamb on Lamb Hill was a beer house that Whit836 Directory associates with Mr.

John Neale. The 1864, 68 and 76 Directories linkitlh Mrs. Springall, whom Henry Hawes

also mentions as occupier. The 1881 census reddreld amb taking boarders including five

navvies. Conveyances in the early 1900's refer‘wnaelling house formerly a public house”.

A cellar complete with delivery hatch to the roaolpm above with settle bench and serving
hatch into the lounge were revealed in redecoratioclosed by 1902 and is now a private
house.

NELSON (Back Street)

A listed early 18th century building, The NelsonBack Street was originally called The

Nelsons Head. An attached blacksmith's shop was d&molished. The original building had

a thatched roof and was very old. Henry Hawes reloeeed it when occupied by landlord

Sam Howes in the 1860s and 70s. It was Mr. Hawesstifipped off the thatch, re roofed and
tiled it and coloured the walls. The Nelson cloged909 and is now in private occupation as
two cottages.

STAR (Whitwell Street)

The Star, once known as The Cock, was very
fashioned with sand on the floor. There was no
counter; all drinks had to be brought up from t
cellar. It was also well known for selling vinega
The last landlord, William Morris, had been
“clicker" (he hand-cut shoes) in a Norwich sh
factory. Henry Hawes writes of its Whitsuntid
Tuesday sports. Whitwell Street was used for ra
and a small field belonging to the pub for
ploughing match. The Star closed in 1935 and
now a private house known as The Old Star - but
longer permitted by its deeds to sell vinegar!



SUN (corner of School Road and Market Place)

/ Positioned in the Market Place The Sun, known alianwas an extremely
2” popular venue for traders and sometimes referredstdthe posh pub”
popular with drinking schools. The 1854 Directogferred to "The Hero"
omnibus leaving for Norwich on Wednesdays, Satwsdayd Sundays at
8am. Carts were hired in pre-railway days. Weslgysat grandfather,
James Piercy, after working on a farm as a horseandrlater as a steward
ended his working life as ostler at The Sun. Ambgyduties was driving
young Sam Eglington (son of a local landowner amsiriessman) to school
in Norwich. Mr. Eglington, then over eighty relatdds to Wesley in 1950. Marjorie Gibbs
wrote,"My very early recollection of the Sun Inn ...w&&Charlie Colling', the dog, so named
because Mr. Colling was the landlord. | think someelse followed him for a short time, but
then came Mr. and Mrs. Fred Watson (see picturevatiaken 1920) and they were landlords
there for a number of years. Mr. Watson was a nedtient painter and decorator and
worked for Mr. John Wright who lived in Norwich Rbar. Watson continued with his work
for some years but later gave it up to work eryirel The Sun. Mrs. Watson was a woman of
great character, and very much respected by alldustomers. She was a kind, motherly soul
and during the War(WW1) was known to the forcetn@s'. She was extremely good to all
service men, whether Army, Navy or Air Force, esfigdf they were home sick or lonely.”

Extensive alterations were made in
the 1920s or early 30s, including the
demolition of the old stables. New
ones were built opposite on School
Road, but due to the advent of cars,
- not used for long. The stables were
converted to a hall, which was used
for  functions  where  various

- organisations such as The Bowls Club
and the Fire Brigade held their
excellent annual dinners, catered for
by Violet Watson. Violet and her
husband Clifford, son of Frank, took
over in 1922 and were landlords until Violet's deat 1964. Irelands the auctioneers favoured
The Sun. They had purchased the orchard in St&aad from William Bircham who owned
the Reepham Brewery (now the Old Brewery House IHotéis site became the Reepham
Auction Market (or Stock Market) finally closing 972. In 1924 permission was granted to
sell intoxicating liquors between 2.30-5pm on Westlays. This was for the benefit of those
involved in cattle market trading. A board had todisplayed on the outside of the premises
indicating this particular licence. During WW2 THeun was popular with American
servicemen stationed at Whitwell Hall and nearbrfiedds
People who remember the Watsons describe themeatetp
landlords”. Ben Stimpson affectionately referred/tolet as a [[j
“disciplinarian”. She was captain of the Reephamman’s EEEE=S
Bowls Club which played on The Sun bowling greemtrie §§®
the Sun Hall. Four of its players represented Nkrfdhe
photograph shows Violet holding the runners uphiyom the EiS
ladies National English Bowls Association finalgtfirst time
a national trophy had come to Norfolk. The greew belongs
to the Reepham Society, in use by Reepham Bowls.Clu
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At the beginning of the 1980s Watneys decided ¢éseldown either The Crown or The Sun.
The closure of the weekly cattle market in 1972 tetliced trade and as then tenants Mr. and
Mrs. Barnes wished to retire the choice was easdyle.

SWAN (Corner of Dereham Road and Smuqggler's Lane)

Records of The Swan, a beer house, are few.
The 1868 Directory links it with a Henry
_~ Russell, watchmaker, whom Henry Hawes
@F also mentions as occupier at that time. The
8 Swan closed in 1909 when the licensee,
Arthur Palmer, forfeited his licence. The
owner at that time was a Mrs. Robert George
of Bawdeswell who also owned other
property in Reepham. Her daughter Kathleen
married Sam Eglington in 1925. It is now a
private house, known as Cob House. Recent redemorhy present owners Mr. and Mrs.
Clive Elgar has revealed a bar with hooks abovel dee the hanging of glasses, also a
staircase leading to what would have been therdellastorage of beer barrels.

THE OLD BREWERY HOUSE HOTEL (Market Place ) (See front cover for picture)

The OIld Brewery House hotel is included in thisaeor completeness although, because its
establishment as a public house / hotel was cortipalsarecent, it has not been researched.
The following is derived from the hotel's own liggure.

The listed Georgian building was built in 1729 amgjinally named the "Dial House" because
of a large sun dial over the front door. This carsben as a white square in the photograph on
the front cover. In 1972 the house was converteal commercial hotel and renamed The Old
Brewery House Hotel to recognise its previous aderesidence of the Bircham family that,
for generations, had run a brewery in Reephampaceduse one of the hotel's principal rooms
used to be the brewery.
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