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 James, Hester & Mary : The Reepham Connection 
In March 1976 Marjorie Gibbs wrote to the Eastern Daily Press, in response to previous items about 
James, Hester and Mary.

Marjorie recalls them :-
     'coming to our back door and mother used to give them a 
meal. Because they were too smelly and dirty they did not 
come into the house but ate their meal in the stable, feeding 
themselves with fingers which were preferred to knives and 
forks. Esther had to be hand fed as she was blind and was 
never taken out of the pram.' 



Marjorie's uncle Frederic J Gibbs had a watchmaker's and tobacconist's shop at Towns End. He is 
named as a photographer age 29 in the 1911 Census when he was living with his uncle Edward Gibbs, 
the ironmonger, and probably took many of the old photographs of Reepham.

In April 1976 came another response with additional
photographs from a Mr Wade of Foulsham.

Why they were referred to as 'Minstrels' is a mystery.

 Marjorie says that Frederic took photographs of 
the three vagrants and printed them on 
postcards (which they sold for 2d.) with the 
following verse : 

 Here's Jimmy and Mary and Esther you see,
A typical picture of poverty;
With just a few rags to cover their ribs,
This photo was taken by F. J. Gibbs.


